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When  the  mists  of  political  delusion  I 
shall  have  passed  away,  and  the  principles 
upon  which  the  federal  party  have  from  time 
to  time  placed  themselves  shall  he  well  un¬ 
derstood,  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  this 
forlorn  land  will  wonder  even  to  staring, 
how  they  could  have  permitted  themselves^ 
to  become  the  dupes  of  so  much,  and  such 
reiterated  folly  and  wickedness,  as  they  seem 
now  willing  to  tndure,  and  even  eager  to 
•pplaud. 

The  democratic  aihmmsiration  of  these 
states  will  be  a  phenomenon  in  history.  It 
will  present  to  |)osterity  the  inexplicable  ab¬ 
surdity  of  a  cluster  of  feeble,  ruin-spreading 
and  desperate  state  quacks,  sustained  not  by 
their  own  merits,  lioasting  of  no  exploits,  dis¬ 
covering  no  ability  in  any  department  of 
their  great  duties,  but  mired  in  disaster  and 
disgrace ;  it  will  present  these  despicable 
quacks,  at  a  period  of  greater  difficulty  and 
danger  than  ever  before  occurred,  sustaining 
themselves  simply  and  merely  upon  the  pre¬ 
judices  they  had  by  sophistry  and  falsehood 
excited  against  adversaries  whose  wisdom  in 
former  and  more  difficult  times  had  been 
most  triumphantly  successful. 

In  the  present  actual  condition  of  the 
country,  the  absurd  perplexities  in  which 
popular  judgment  is  involved,  while  stewing 
and  fermenting  in  its  own  dreadful  and  ob¬ 
stinate  prejudices,  are  still  more  astonish- 
ing. 

inquire  of  the  strongest  political  zealot : 
did  the  embargo  do  any  good  ?  and  he  wij! 
answer,  no ;  but  then  Oiat  was  the  fault  of 
the  federalists !  Did  the  non-intercourse  do  j 
any  good  ? — No ;  but  the  federalists  are  to 
blame  for  that  too  :  Did  not  the  whole  re¬ 
strictive  system  produce  much  harm.,  and  no 
good  ?  Yes;  but  still  it  was  the  fault  of  the; 
federalists.  How  ?  Why,  they  were  always] 
opoosed  to  these  measures:  Well — but  did 
they  oppose  the  execution  of  them  ?  Did  they 
or  their  political  adversaries  figure  in  the 
Passa^naquoddy  trade  ?  Not  the  federalists, 
certainly.  Had  the  opinion  of  the  federal¬ 
ists  then,  their  mere  opinion,  that  the  re¬ 
strictive  system  was  a  gootl-for-nothing  piece 
of  nonsense;  that  if  it  could  be  enforced,  it 
was  nonsense,  but  that  at  any  rate,  it  could 
not  be  enforced — was  the  restrictive  system 
really  a  wise  and  powerful  one,  and  was 
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there  such  magic  in  the  disbelief  of  the  fe» 
deralists,  that  a  system  inlrinsically  good, 
did  harm  and  no  good ;  that  a  system,  power¬ 
ful  in  itself  was  rendered  ridiculously,  ludi¬ 
crously  feeble  ?  No  man,  be  he  ever  so  feite- 
ral,  can  ascribe  such  magical  potency  to  fe¬ 
deral  opinions.  But  democrats  to  this  day 
insist,,  that  had  the  federalists  only  spokeiJ 
well  of  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse, 
the  British  w'ould  have  been  knocked  up 
by  them  long  ago* 

And  the  declaration  of  war,  too,  was  a 
very,  very  wise  measure ;  and  if  the  fede¬ 
ralists  couhl  only  have  so  far  belied  their 
honest  opinions,  lu  to  have  said  it  was,  it 
would  .have  been  a  ver\'  successful  war; 
Hull  would  never  have  surrendered;  Wil¬ 
kinson  would  have  been  in  possession  of  all 
Canada  last  winter ;  the  walls  of  the  La  Cole 
Mill  would  not  have  been  by  two  feet  as 
thick  as  they  happened  to  be.  Niagarei 
would  still  have  been  ours,  and  Washington 
would  hu!  a  been'  saved.  Free  trade  and 
sailors’  rights  would  have  been  established 
long  ago,  if  the  wicked  federalists  had  only 
said  that  tbev  tlioiiglit the  war  a  wise  war; 
anil  James  Madison  the  very  dandy  for  car¬ 
rying  it  on.  But  for  w’aiit  of  all  thisj  we  arc 
covered  with  disaster  and  disgrace,  and  our 
pro.s[)ects  overcast  with  calamities  and  ter¬ 
rors.  Bless  mv  soul,  what  a  fiend  this  fede- 
ralism  must  be,  if  its  mere,  and  unfounded 
opinions  of  the  folly  of  our  most  renowned 
rulers  can  turn  their  strength  into  weakness, 
their  wisdom  into  folly  ? 

No,  it  is  riot  to  cabinet  folly  that  we  are 
to  impute  the  disasters  of  this  war,  nor  the 
perils  that  menace  the  country :  but  to  the 
potency  of  federal  w  ickedness  w’hich  always 
said  that  the  war  was  a  foolish  war,  and 
would  be  a  ruinous  one ;  and  especially  that 
the  administration  was  unfit  to  comluct  it— 
it  is  to  this  that  we  are  to  look,  according  to 
democratic  logic,  for  the  true  causes  of  our 
deplorable  condition. 

When  the  federalists  say  the'  war  is  fool¬ 
ish,  it  becomes  foolish,  however  wise  in  it¬ 
self;  v/hen  they  say  the  administration  is 
incompetent  to  its  conduct,  at  once  those 
wise  gmilus*  s  become  incompetent ;  when 
thei/  say  it  will  he  ruinous,  calamity  and  dis- 
arrace  envelop  the  land !  “  Open  Sessame^ 
and  it  opens.  Shut  Sesiamef  afitd  It  4biitK^ 
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The  charm  of  Thr  IWft/  Thieves  ia  not  to; 
be  compareil  to  flie  nivigic  influence  of  the' 
nien-  apinions  of  federalists. 

tlf  nothing  bid  their  opinions  have  they 
he*  n  accused.  When  have  they  been  taxedy 
ihatthey  have  not Avlien  have  they 
bet  n  called  to  do  rnilida  duty,  in  defence  of 
their  conntry,  that  they  have  been  tardy  in 
their  obedience  ?  Did  Col.  J.  R.  Fan  R  ns- 
selacry  our  stcrt  tary  of  state,  hesitate,  when' 
the  Cohimbia  niilitia  were  orilered  last  fall, 
for  the  defence  of  New-York  /  or  did  he  fly 
with  alacrity  to  his  post  ?  But  the  axe  of 
the  council  of  appointfneiit  xvill  sever  him 
from  his  oflice  next  uinler  notwithstantlingr. 
Who  can  he  named,  more  eager,  more  assi¬ 
duous;  more  unrelaxing  in  toil  than  Col. 
Laight  ?  Bui  tin*  8pm<*e,  hoiiThty  toity  aid 
of  his  excellency,  for  whom  Mr,  JV yman 
wassocnielly  removed,  will  nevertheless  de¬ 
liver  Col.  Laight  a  supf  rsedeas  in  less  than 
a  month  !  And  then  his  excellenev,  who 
was  so  kind  as  to  compliment  Major  Duns- 
comh  on  the  merits  of  his  persecuted  fatlier 
win  smile  worse  lhan  ever— -with  delijrht — 
for  he  loves  this  sweet  aid  of  his  as  much 
as  a  Maiydander  loves  canvass  hacks. 

“  Captain  IVattle  he  hved  Miss  RoCy 
And  she  loved  him  as^am,''^ 

“  A  generous  friendship  no  cold  medium 
knows;’’  and  so  gentlemen-  colonels,  as 
sure  as  you  live,  his  excellency  will  smile 
you  out  of  office,  next  winter.  But  do  not 
despair,  I  entreat  you.  For  should  he  hap¬ 
pen  to  he  governor  when  your  chihtren  are 
men,-  and  yon  in  your  graves,  lie  w  ill,  if 
perchance  it  would  ^\s'race  his  spf^echr 
in  tke  amends,  by  telling  them  what  clever 
fellows  their  fathers  were ! 

Federalists,  however,  will  do  their  duty. 
They  will  prove  themselves  friends  to  their 
country,  whether  their  haUots  are  directed 
against  the  wretched  managers  of  publie 
aifairs,  or  their  bullets  against  an  invading 
enemy. 

Everv  day  affords  accumulating  evidence 
that  tiny  are  the  true  polificians  and  states¬ 
men  of  thiscounfry.  When  they  said  the 
.embargo  vxould  answer  no  purpose,  they 
were  right.  History  proves  it.  When 
they  said  non-intercourse  was  ridicnlons, 
they  were  right.  When  they  said  the  war 
was  impolitic,  they  were  right.  When  they 
said  it  would  he  ruinous,  they  were  right. 
When  they  said  it  would  involve  us  in  na¬ 
tional  hankrufilcy,  they  were  right.  When 
they  said  tliat  the  administration  was  utterly 
incompetent  lo  the  duties  it  had  assumed, 


they  were  right.  They  were  never  wrong. 
Their  prophecies  have  indeed,  from  time  to 
time,  been  ascribed  lo  party  spirit.  Be  it 
so;  if  federal  party  spirit  he  also  the  spi¬ 
rit  of  prophecy,  for  of  that  it  stands  accused^ 
why  should  it  be  discredited  ? 

While  the  question  of  peace  or  no  peace^ 
depended  upon  our  own  admiiiisiration,  as 
for  a  long  time  it  diil,  the  feiieralists  urged 
the  fieople  to  force  them  to  make  peace. 
Had  their  advice  been  even  then  followed., 
our  country  would  have  been  happy. 

But  now,  w  hen  our  country  is  in  danger^, 
when  the  question  of  self  ilefence  is  present¬ 
ed  to  them,  there  is  perfect  unanimity.  Still 
they  say,  our  alfaiis  are  in  incapable  hands. 
A  ml  although  every  day’s  experience  proves 
how  correct  they  are,  in  this  particular,  s.lll 
they  are  enemies  to  their  country.  In  self 
defence  they  go  forth,  even  under  our  mise¬ 
rable  administration. 

But  the  virtue  of  this  resolution  is  no  a- 
toiiement  for  the  crimb  of  wishing  to  have 
better  leaders  than  James  Madison.*^  Co.  !- 
None  can  be  true  friends  of  their  country 
but  those  from  whom  the  imbecility  of  the 
caldnet  procures  a‘./platise;  upon  whom  ex¬ 
perience  is  exli:-.:;/led  in  vain. 

In  t>rincii)le,x<he  federalists  xvere  opposed 
to  tl.e  w'ai’^^^id,  to  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
they  were  o|>posed  IfOth  in  principle  and 
policy  ;  let  the  history  of  the  Canadian  war 
decide  how  w  isely. 

The  war,  however,  has  at  last  become,  as 
w?s  foreseen,  a  war  of  defence.  Whether 
its  contiruanee  is  the  fault  ol  our  own  cabi¬ 
net.  or  that  of  the  British,  is  no  qiieslion  in 
this  condition  of  it.  Our  country  must  he 
defended.  Our  firesides  and  our  altars  must, 
under  any  circumstances,  he  [irotected.  We 
will  never  abandon  these  sacred  posses¬ 
sions,  even  though  Mr.  Madison  has  invi¬ 
ted  the  fire  and  sword  of  the  enemy  to 
their  destruction. 

But  we  go  still  further.  If  Great  Britaia 
shall  be  unwilling  to  grant  us  peace,  xvick- 
edly  continuing, because  Mr.  Madison  wick¬ 
edly  commeiicetl,  the  w  ar,  w  e  are  willing  to 
call  out  all  the  energies  of  the  nation  to  in¬ 
sure  its  safety.  The  last  cent  of  our  mo¬ 
ney,  the  last  drop  of  our  blood,  shall  he  ex¬ 
pended  in  the  contest.  All  the  sin  we  shall 
then  commit,  w  ill  he  the  i»rayer,  that  those 
energies  may  not  be  pa»*alyzed  by  the  'Por- 
pedo  touch  of  Madisonian  ignorance  and 
foMy. 

We  cannot  believe  that  our  praise  of  im¬ 
becility  would  give  it  strength.  W  e  can- 
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toot  believe  that  the  worship  which  is  lavish¬ 
ed  upon  folly  will  make  it  wise.  We  can¬ 
not  believe  that  all  our  applause  could  make 
James  Madison  a  safe  guardian  of  our  coun¬ 
try’s  prosperity  and  independence*  We  will 
fight  under  him,  in  Ihe  events  supposed,  if 
we  must  t  desiring  of  our  democratic  breth¬ 
ren,  that  we  may  be  judged  by  our  works, 
not  by  our  faith  in  their  golden  calf. 

In  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  these  assu¬ 
rances,  let  the  annexed  letter  of  Mr.  King 
be  attentively  read.  It  contains  the  true 
doctrine  and  practice  of  federalism. 

Washington,  Jan.  8, 1815. 

Sir— -1  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
letter  of  tlie  8th  instant,  transmitting  to  me  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  of  the  same  date.  Per¬ 
mit  me,  sir,  through  you,  to  express  to  the  house 
ol‘  delegates  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the 
honour  of  their  approbation  of  my  condiif  t  as  a 
member  of  the  senate,  in  opposing  the  bill  which 
required  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  to 
furnish  recruits  for  the  regidar  army,  under  pe¬ 
nalty  of  being  themselves  drafted  to  serve  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war. 

At  the  same  time  that  I  offer  my  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  the  house  of  delegates,  I  am 
bound  injustice  toothers,  to  disclaim  any  parti¬ 
cular  merit  on  this  occasion  ;  the  failure  of  the 
bill  must  be  ascribed  to  the  strenuous  and  able 
opposition  which  it  received  in  both  houses  of 
congress,  sustained,  as  this  oppositiou  has  been, 
by  the  voice  of  the  country. 

I  ask  your  indulgence  to  add,  that  while  I  have 
resisted  the  progress  of  a  bill,  professing  to  have 
for  its  object  to  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
by  means,  wiiich  the  constitution  does  not  in  my 
Judgment  authorize;  1  have  thought  myself 
obliged,  bv  a  faithful  regard  for  the  general  'safe¬ 
ty,  at  a  period  of  great  public  difficulty,  without 
reference  to  the  past,  to  vote  for  supplies  of 
men  aiul  money,  and  for  other  important  mea¬ 
sures  within  the  pale  of  the  constitution,  which 
are  thought  necessary  to  revive  the  public  cre¬ 
dit  ;  to  protect  the  several  states  against  inva¬ 
sion,  and  to  defenri  and  save  from  dismember¬ 
ment  the  territory  and  sovereignty  of  the  na¬ 
tion  :  objects  to  the  attainment  of  which  no  ef¬ 
fort  that  can  be  made  by  freemen  will  be  deem¬ 
ed  too  great. 

RUFUS  KING. 

Hon.  Henry  H.  Chapman,  Speaker  of 

the  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland. 

Congress. — The  bank  bill,  passed  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  being  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  senate,  has  been  reported, 
amended ;  $5,000,000  to  be  added  to  the  ca¬ 
pital,  which  will  then  consist  of  15,000,000 
treasury  notes;  1 5,000 J>00  war  stock  ;  and 
5,000,000  specie.  The  scire  facias  clause 
struck  out.  No  compulsory  loau  to  govern* 


ment;  but  govemrilent  fiiay  cotltrol  specie 
payments;  but  branches  not  compellable  to 
pay  specie.  Its  notes  receivable  in  taxes^ 
until  ordered  otherwise.  Made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  14th. 

The  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Claims,  has  been  rejected  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  71  to  70# 

New  Orleans. — One  letter  from  Philadel-* 
phia,  received  here  yesterday,  tufbrms  that  New 
Orleans  was  captured  by  the  British  on  the  22d 
ult.  ;  other  letters  contradict  it.  I  he  fate  of 
this  important  post  is  still  uncertain  ;  nor  have 
we  the  means  of  assuaging  tlie  public  anxiety 
conceridiig  it.  Our  other  losses,  however  dis¬ 
graceful,  would  be,  compared  with  the  loss  of 
New  Orleans,  only  flesh  wounds.  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  is  the  great  artery  of  our  western  posses¬ 
sions  ;  and  a  wound  there  would  be  mortal. — 
Afoy  God  preserve  Us  from  this  tremendous  calor 
mity  ! 

'  VVe  derive  no  small  eon'^olation,  howeveC, 
from  the  information  recelverl,  and  which  seems 
entitled  to  full  credit,  that  on  the  17th  and  18th 
the  Kentucky  and  Tenessee  troops  passed  Baton 
Rougr  and  would  probably  I)e  at  New  Orleans 
in  less  than  twenty-four  hours ;  and  that  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  those  states  were  rising  en  masse  to 
repel  the  enemy. 

We  arc  therefore  encouraged  to  hope  that 
General  Jackson  will  be  able  to  meet  the  enemy 
upon  equal  terms.  If  be  is,  we  cannot  despair 
of  the  result. 

It  is  our  duty,  ^however,  and  we  perform  it 
most  reluctantly,  to  state  that  no  mail  had  arri¬ 
ved  at  Washington,  from  Aew  Orleans,  although 
we  understand  one  w'as  due,  on  the  14th  nist. 

Upon  the  whole,  unable  as  we  are  to  estimate 
the  strength  of  the  enemy,  or  to  speak  of  our 
own,  wc  iHu>t  continue  to  vibrate  between  hope 
and  fear,  until  another  mail  shall  terminate  pub¬ 
lic  suspense. 

Jan.  18. — The  only  subject  of  interest, 
agitated  at  Washington,  is  the  Bank.  The 
bill  sent  from  the  house  ha.s  been  altered 
much  for  the  worse,  by  the  senate’s  cortimit- 
tee,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred.  The 
poor  bank  seems  doonvd  to  be  so  entirely 
stuffed  with  d.hts,  as  to  render  it 

incapable  ol‘ motion  the  very  instant  it  shall 
be  put  ii})on  its  legs.  A  good  bank  would 
no  doubt  be  a  good  thing.  Rut  the  making 

such  "A  bank,  is  not  the  object  of  the  major¬ 
ity.  Thn/  want  no  huTik.  'I’hey  otily  want 
toe*f/  monn/ (or  goverumenk  They  want 
to  build,  not  a  mere  house,  but  a  house  that 
shall  be  able  to  go  to  sea.  The  thing  can¬ 
not  be  done.  Presntt  relief  cann6t  be  had 
from  a  bank.  rons:ress,  if  they  cannot  rely 
uooTi  the  resources  of  the  country^  bav#  iI«h 
thing  to  rely  upoo^ 
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Conscription. — In  IIjc  V^ir^inia  bouse  of 
doU'g.itts,  a  coMsiTiplioti  bill  has  been  re- 
N  jecU'd  by  a  initjority  ol  38.  New- Vo. k  alone 
^is  doomed  to  cany  the  mark  of  the  beast 
on  its  forehead!  The  bowlings  of  tlie 
demon  for  human  blood,  are  no  longer  heard 
in  the  halls  of  congress.  Eve  n  the  oiler  b\ 
our  legislature  to  transfer  12,000  of  our  free 
citizens,  like  Hessians,  to  the  general  go¬ 
vernment,  has  not  been  acted  iijmn.  How 
base  must  the  otfer  be  considered,  when 
they,  to  whom  it  is  made,  recoil  from  it  w  ith 
horror ! 


The  Advocate  of  IMonday,  in  an  article 
of  some  acrimony,  as  it  happens.,  accuses 
Lord  Gambier.,  one  of  the  Eriiish  commis- 
sionrcrs,  of  lieiug  a  JNow,  allow¬ 

ing  that  there  is  some  v  irtue  in  cireuincisiony 
friend  Shylock,  I  cannot  see  why  melhodists 
should  be  pointed  at,  as  the  most  despicable 
of  the  undrcufnciscd  dogs  ;  or  more  to  be  de- 
spisc'd  than  any  other  order  of  Christians,  At 
least,  1  think,  ^ou  ought  to  let  them  settle 
their  disputes  in  their  own  way.  Noopiriion 
of  ihe  synagogue  can  decide  w  hich  of  them 
is  the  worst,  or  the  best. 


Treasury  notes  are  said  to  have  risen  to 
par  at  Richnimd,  Fa, ;  why,  or  wherefore,  is 
untold. 


Jan,  19. — The  following  article  is  taken 
from  the  Philadelphia  Democratic  Press.,  a  de¬ 
voted  administration  print.  How  wretchedly 
imbecile  must  the  cauinet  be,  if  Mr.  Biiins's 
account  be  true !  'j'hey  have  not  talents 
enough  to  resist  even  the  s^niui^glcrs  of  Great 
Britain  !  It  is  indeed  high  lime  there  was  a 
change.  If  this  nation  does  really  desire 
peace,  let  them  try  what  can  be  done  by  the 
friends  of  peace.  If  they  desire  war,  let 
them  t>lace  the  ability  and  resources  of  the 
Country  under  the  direction  of  some  per¬ 
son  or  other,  who  Ikx  not  been  proved  en¬ 
tirely  unfit  to  conduct  it.  Under  federal¬ 
ists  there  would  certainly  be  a  greater  hope 
of  peace  than  we  can  now  indulge.  From 
no  man  can  we  expect  more  disastrous  er¬ 
rors  than  from  Mr.  Madison.  Fhere  is 
much  more  danger  of  an  ultimately  disho¬ 
nourable  peace  from  the  condition  into 
which  his  weakness  is  urging  the  country, 
than  from  the  treason  and  toryism,  so  basely 
imputed  to  the  followers  of  Washington. 

“  Smuggling  avowed^-^lt  appears  irom  the 
statemeuU  of  manufactures  shipped  from 
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England  to  the  two  Canadian  provinces^ 
that  there  is  joi  increase  of  the  quantity 
since  1807,  more  than  equal  to  the  whole 
consumption  of  the  United  States  in  1790 
•dnd  added  together!  This  proves  the 
very  great  extent  of  the  smuggling  in  that 
quarter.  The  British  writer  of  a  recent 
statistical  work,  openly  boasts^  that  they  do 
and  will  send  in  their  goods,  in  the  face  of 
our  laws.  They  will  never  cease  to  block¬ 
ade  the  European  merchants  and  manufac¬ 
turers  out  of  our  trade,  if  such  a  sup.  Iy, 
through  Canada,  be  suffered  to  be  smuggled. 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Amelia 
Island  are  not  included  in  this  statemenU 
but  many  goods  are  received  in  those  places 
also,  and  smuggled  into  the  United  Stales.*’ 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays,  on 
the  final  passage  of  the  bank,  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

YEAS — 3Iefisrs.  Alexander,  Abtoii,  Anderson, 
Barnet,  Bayly  of  Va.  Bijjelow',  Bines,  Brecken- 
ridu;e,  Brigham,  Brown,  Bntler,  Caperton,  Cald¬ 
well,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  <.  iiainfuon,  C  happel,  C  iU 
ley,  C’lark,  Clendtuiin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Cooper, 
Coxe,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpe{»per,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  31ass.  Da>  is  of  Pa.  Du¬ 
vall,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  tii.dley,  tisk  of  V't. 
Farney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Getldes,  (iholscn.  Bale, 
Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins.  Hop¬ 
kins  of  Ky.  Howell,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Inger- 
soll,  Ingham,  Irving,  .Fackson  of  It.  I.  Kent,  of  N. 
Y.  Kent  of  Md.  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilhoui  ii,  King  of 
N.  C.  Letferts,  Lovett,  Low'ndes,  iM‘Coy,  M‘jvee, 
M‘Kim,  M‘Lean,  iMontgomery,  Moore,  Moseley, 
i  Marked,  Oakley,  Oriiishy,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Heed, 
Will.  Heed,  Khea  of  Pa.  Kliea  of  fen.  Rich,  Ring- 
gold,  R«)hertson,  Ruggles,  J^age,  Sclinreman,  i^evier, 
Sharp,  .'hertey,  Sherwood,  Shiplierd,  .^laymaker, 
Smitli  of  N.  Y.  Smith  of  Pa.  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tannehill,  Jaylor,  Telfair, 
'I'iiompson,  L'dree,  Vose,  Ward  of  jiass.  Ward  of 
\.  J.  \V  ebster,  Wheaton,  White,  Williams,  AV in¬ 
ter,  Wood,  Yancey. — 1!20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bailies  of  Mass.  Boyd,  Brad¬ 
bury,  Bnrwell,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Derioyelle*, 
Desha,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.  Franklin, 
Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Va.  Johnson  of  Ky.  Keunedy, 
King  of  Mass.  Law,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mur- 
free,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Roane,  Seybert, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mass.  Wilson 
of  Pa.-— 38. 

Among  the  few  respectable  names  in  the  ne¬ 
gative,  1  do  most  heartily  rejoice  to  see  that 
of  my  intelligent  friend  Mr.  Grosvenor. 
If  the  bank  should  be  ultimately  passed,  in 
any  one  of  the  forms  proposed,  Mr.  Grosve¬ 
nor  will  live  long  enough,  even  if  he  should 
live  but  a  year,  to  be  proud  that  his  breatli 
was  not  disgraced  in  blowing  up  this  con^ 
temptible  bubble. 
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Canandaigua,  January  10. 

Un  Sunilay  evening  last,  were  committal 
to  prison  in  this  town,  quarter  rrii-ster  Ster¬ 
ling,  cornet  Caldwell,  sword  master  Sanford, 
one  sergeant  and  two  privates,  belonging  to 
the  United  States  troops  quaitered  at  Avon. 
They  were  taken  up  by  the  civil  authority, 
(or  their  outrageous  and  brutal  comluct  to¬ 
wards  a  number  of  citizens  of  Lima,  the 
particulars  of  which,  as  related  to  us,  are  in 
substance  as  follows: 

A  company  of  young  gentlemen  and  la¬ 
dies  were  holding  a  ball  at  iMr.  Nash’s  la- 1 
vern,  on  M^ednesday  evening,  when  the 
persons  above  named  appeared,  (with  (wo  or 
three  females  supposed  to  be  camp  women,) 
and  represented  that  they  had  been  invited 
to  the  ball,  and  came  for  the  purpose  of  at¬ 
tending.  They  were  refused  admission  to 
the  ball  room, and  an  affray  ensued,  between 
them  and  some  of  the  party,  who  succeeded 
ill  re.ielling the  intruders;  and  they  left  t!ie 
house  (not  till  morning)  swearing  venseance. 
Accordingly,  on  Friilay,  they  came  airain 
to  Mr.  Nash’s,  where  they  found  Matthew 
Marvin,  Esq.  who  on  the  former  occasion 
had  endeavoured  to  preserve  peace,  al¬ 
though  he  was  grossly  insulted.  'Phey  as¬ 
sailed  him  with  abusive  language,  and  heat 
him  w  ith  their  swords,  compelling  him  to  I 
beg  for  his  life.  'Phey  then  went  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Hiram  Terry  w  ho  had  taken 
an  active  part  at  the  ball,  and  attempted  to 
ride  into  his  liouse  ;  hut  being  rebelled,  dis¬ 
mounted,  and  with  bludgeons  of  wood  for-  j 
ced  the  door,  and  entered  with  sword  in 
hand.  Mr,  Terry,  his  brother  and  father 
were  driven  out,  and  he  w  ho  w’as  the  narti- 
cular  object  of  their  pursuit  fled  for  safety. 
They  afterwards  went  to  Nash’s,  their  force 
having  been  increased  to  twelve ;  here  their 
rage  became  so  high,  that  they  gave  orders 
to  set  fire  to  the  house ;  but  some  circum- 
gtances  intervened  which  prevented. 

Meantime,  measures  were  maturing  by  | 
the  citizens  for  (heir  apnrehension  :  a  pre-  j 
cept  was  obtained,  and  the  oflicer,  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan,  accompanied  by  a  suflicient  number  of 
spirited  neighbours  (some  of  them  the  most 
respectable  men  in  Lima)  proceeded  to  the 
house  for  the  purfiose.  He  attempted  to 
execute  his  duty„  (being  prepared,  in  case 
he  could  not  do  it  peaceably,  to  effect  it 
forcibly,)  but  met  mifh  resistance.  The  peo¬ 
ple  seconded  his  efforts,  and  a  serious  ren¬ 
contre  took  place  wdth  swords,  clubs,  &c. 
during  which  one  of  the  culprits  discharged 
a  pistol,  the  contents  of  which  passed 
through  the  body  ©f  an  oflicer  of  dragoons, 


245 

and  shattered  (he  shoulder  of  one  of  the  ci¬ 
tizens.  Several  other  persons  were  much 
injured.  'Phey  were,  however,  finally  secii- 
reil,  and  are  in  safe  keeping. 

'Phe  corps  to  which  the  above  rioters  be¬ 
long,  we  understand  are  the  same  that  com¬ 
mitted  outrages  in  this  village,  and  in  seve¬ 
ral  other  places  on  their  m  kreh  the  last  sea¬ 
son  to  the  west.  It  is  due,  however,  to  Col. 
Hall  who  commands  them,  to  say,  that  he 
has  on  lliis  occasion  conducted  like  an  of¬ 
ficer  and  a  gentleman. 

SPEECH  OF  THE  7/0 .V.  CYRUS  KING, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States^  Dec.  2,  lol4. 

“  On  a  bill  makhi:^  further  provisions  for 
fJHiitr  the  ranks  cf  Lhc  anmf  of  the  United 
Stales,'^''  hif  enlisiin!(  minors  without  the 
i  consrnt  cf  their  parents,  masters  tn'  guar- 
[  diaus — atid  cn  oilur  measures  of  the  admi- 

I  lustration.  [Concluded.] 

I  .  . 

[  No,  gentlemen,  you  mistake,  it  is  c  ommon  sense, 
anfl  common  prudence,  wliich  keeps  it  from  the 
grasp  of  Imnknipts  and  spcndtlirifts. 

Sir,  this  country  is  in  an  alarming,  au  awful  situ¬ 
ation  :  fhe  is  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  The 
people  have  indeed  a  difficult/a  painful  labour  and 
duty  to  perform,  to  protect  themselves  and  their 
country,  against  tlie  dp'^perate  assaults  of  an  op¬ 
pressive  and  wicked  administration,  and  of  an  exas¬ 
perated  foreign  enemy ;  but  with  the  blessings  of 
iieaven  on  their  exertions,  they  will  triumph  over 
all  their  enemies.  It  is  now  said,  and  I  think  with 
truth,  that  the  salvation  of  this  conntry'  depends 
11)011  the  revival  of  its  expiring  credit.  This  the 
present  men  in  power  cannot  accomplish  ;  the  ad¬ 
ministration  is  bankriq>t  in  means  and  resources ; 
and  they  have  ruined  most  of  their  friends,  who 
have  loaned  them  money ;  in  vain  do  they  resort 
to  the  bubble  of  paper  credit — which  will  burst  with 
tlie  very  breath  that  blows  it  up; — in  vain  do  they 
I  turn  tlieir  vacant  stare  on  that  huge  spectre  of  a 
I  fifty  million  paper  bank;  that  castle  in  the  air; 
that  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision ;  which  must  dissolve 
iti  thin  air.  No,  sir,  such  visions  will  not  meet  or 
avert  the  dreadful  calamity  which  surrounds  us: 
there  is  but  one  mode,  then,  in  which  this  nation 
can  be  saved.  By  placing,  and  that  immediately, 
the  nation  in  the  hands,  and  under  the  guardian 
care,  of  men,  in  whom  the  people  have,  and  ought 
to  have,  confidence ;  in  the  hamls  of  men,  who,  with 
Washington  at  their  head,  and  with  his  spirit  and 
principle  in  their  hearts,  raised  our  republic  to  glo¬ 
ry'  and  renown.  But  mistake  me  not ;  no  bribe 
can  tempt — no  office  seduce,  the  ti*u€  disciples  of 
Washington  to  desert  or  betray  their  principles  or 
their  country.  Nothing  but  the  interest,  nothing 
short  of  the  salvation  of  their  country,  could  in¬ 
duce  them  to  resume  that  authority,  now  so  abused 
— which  was  insidiously  wrested  from  them.  Place 
such  men  in  authority — put  the  destinierf  of  the  na¬ 
tion  into  their  hands,  and  thousands  of  their  friends 
will  rally  round  their  standard ;  not  with  empty 
professions  of  lives  and  fortunes,  but  w  ith  the  free 
Will  offering,  of  their  treasturea  and  their  blood. 
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How  the  people*s  money  has  gone, — Confess 
has  l)ecn  engaged  for  whole  months  together  in 
attempts  to  drag  up  public  credit  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  great  deep  into  which  a  most  profli¬ 
gate  administration  had  sunk  it.  But  it  is  all  in 
vain.  Their  labour  is  like  that  of  the  fabled 
wight,  who  was  incessantly  employed  in  painful 
endeavours  to  roll  up  a  hill  a  ponderous  stone, 
which,  ere  it  reached  the  top,  ever  tumbled  bac'k 
upon  him  in  spite  of  all  his  efforts ;  and  his  fruit¬ 
less  toil  he  still  had  to  begin  anew. 

Thousands  upon  thousands  of  the  good  people 
of  this  country,  think  it  marvellous,  that  con¬ 
gress,  after  so  long  a  while,  has  not  been  able  to 
restore  public  credit.  But  it  is  no  m.^rvel  at  all. 
The  following  short  sketch  will  go  to  clear  up 
that  which  is  a  mystery  to  so  many. 

Mr.  Siieffey,  a  (listiuguished  member  of  con¬ 
gress  from  Virginia,  in  a  circular  to  his  consti¬ 
tuents,  dated  February,  1813,  affirmed,  that  to 
the  regular  army  which  existed  at  that  time, 
tliere  l^longed  upwards  of four  thousand  officers, 
Tuat  statement  has  not,  to  our  knowledge,  been 
contradicted. 

The  same  Mr.  Sheffey,  in  his  speech  on  the 
loan  bill,  remarked,  “  the  expense  during  the 
first  four  months  of  the  war,  according  to  the 
best  estimates  I  could  make,  was  at  the  rate. of 
nine  hundred  dollars  per  man,  per  annum.’* — 
And  he  judged  that  the  average  cost  (including 
the  whole  time  that  the  war  had  then  lasted) 
would  be  found  to  fall  very  little  short  of  one 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  for  each  man.  Those 
assertions  were  built  on  public  documents,  which 
Mr.  bhefley  had  examined  with  a  great  <leal  of 
care  and  labour.  They  remain,  we  believe,  nn- 
contradicted. 

The  following  observations  in  that  speech  of 
Mr.  ShetFey  are  equally  in  |>oint : — “  Many  mil¬ 
lions  are  received  by  officers  and  contractors  in 
way  of  advances,  who,  instead  of  being  called 
upon  at  short  periods  to  account,  retain  large 
sums  for  months,'  often  for  years,  and  often  for¬ 
ever.  There  is  in  fact  no  system ;  no  account¬ 
ability.  The  people’s  money  is  squandered  to 
enrich  those  who  riot  on  the  public  spoil,  and 
who  fatten  by  their  calamities.  Little  as  I 
know,  1  have  heard  and  seen  enough  to  con¬ 
vince  me  of  the  profligacy,  profusion  ami  cor¬ 
ruption  which  attend  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  No  person  can  form  an  ade¬ 
quate  id^of'the  amount;  nor  will  it  be  known 
till  long  after  the  war  shall  be  closed. 

Tiie  Slim  of  the  matter  is  this.  The  -rulers  of 
the  nation  (soon  may  they  rest  from  their  la¬ 
bours  !]  in  the  first  place  made  the  country  lean 
and  lank  by  a  long  series  of  impoverishing  com¬ 
mercial  restrictions.  This  done,  they  declared 
war,  which  destroyed  the  whole  remnant  of  na¬ 
vigation  and  commerce,  root  and  branch. — 
Then  the  fruitful  sources  of  revenue  from  com¬ 
merce  bping  utterly  dried  up,  they  had  no  al¬ 
ternative  but  either  to  lay  intolerable  burdens 
of  taxes  upon  the  people  at  the  very  outset  of 
the  war,  or  to  stretch  the  credit  of  the  govern- 
Hf ot  at  far  as  it  would  gq.  for  yery  obvious 


reasons  they  chose  the  latter.  They  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  make  loans  upon  loans,  to  an  astonish¬ 
ing  amount.  Aflairs  went  on  swimmingly  with 
them.  They  took  care  to  provide  well  for  the 
needy  children  of  their  own  political  household  ; 
thousands  of  whom,  lifted  from  poverty,  had 
tludr  pockets  filled  with  money.  They  continu¬ 
ed,  from  month  to  month,  and  from  year  to  year, 
to  squander  beyond  all  example,  until  at  last 
there  was  no  “  oil  in  the  cruise.”  They  had 
neither  money,  nor  ability  to  borrow.  Public 
credit  was  annihilated,  and  the  nation  in  a  man¬ 
ner  bankrupt. 

Under  these  circumstances  congress  were  called 
together,  and  a  new  secretary  of  the  treasury  was 
appointed,  in  order  to  effect  the  resurrection  of 
public  credit,  which  had  been  dead  and  buried.  The 
thing  is  impossible.  Were  all  the  members  of  con¬ 
gress  as  distinguished  for  wisdom,  ai  too  many  of 
them  are  for  weakness  and  folly,  they  ciould  not  by 
any  possible  efforts  restore  public  credit  while  the 
present  administration  lasted.  An  administration, 
wdiich,  in  little  more  than  two  years’  petty  warfare 
with  the  feeble  province  of  Upper  Canada,  lias  con¬ 
tracted  a  vastly  greater  national  debt,  than  that 
which  accrued  from  the  seven  years’  war  of  our  re¬ 
volution — when  our  brave  and  patriotic  fathers  had 
to  encounter,  together  with  the  hostile  Canadians 
and  the  many  hostile  tribes  of  Indians,  armies  of 
British  veterans  on  our  sea  board,  more  than  thirty 
thousand  strong.  No.  Public  credit  cannot  be 
restored  while  the  present  administration  shall 
continue  in  political  existence.  It  would  spend 
more  money  a  year  than  could  be  yearly  refined 
out  of  tbe  ore  and  coined,  if  even  the  silver  luoini- 
tains  of  Mexico  wei’e  to  be  removed,  and  cast  into 
the  bosom  of  these  United  States.  [Con.  Cour. 


Trenton,  (N.  J.)  Jan.  16. 
The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  convened  in 
Trenton  on  the  11th  instant.  A  quorum  was 
formed  by  both  houses  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
governor’s  message,  as  usual,  sent  fonvard. 

After  the  reading  of  this  communication,  and 
the  customary  order  for  printing — 

Mr.  Bayard  rose  and  maile  sundry  remarks 
upon  the  message.  He  said  it  contained  state¬ 
ments  and  inferences,  not  warranted  by  any  evi¬ 
dence,  and  imputing  motives  and  views  to  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  high  respectability  in  another  section 
of  the  union,  that  to  say  the  least  ol  them,  were 
indiscreet  and  not  to  be  Justified  to  that  house  ; 
that  the  governor  had  certainly  been  premature 
in  his  remarks,  and  had  he  waited  but  a  few 
days  he  could  have  read  the  whole  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  formidable  combination  he  al¬ 
luded  to,  and  seen  what  were  their  true  designs. 

Mr.  ^yard  spoke  of  the  report  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  at  Hartford,  as  a  state  paper  of  great  wis¬ 
dom  and  moderation,  and  regretted  that  it  baA 
not  been  read  by  the  governor  before  sending  his 
message  to  the  house.  And  as  the  message  was 
principally  occupied  with  matter  having  little 
or  no  relation  to  the  business  of  the  legislature, 
and  contained  assertions  not  supported  by  fact, 
he  therefore  moved  that  it  be  referred  back  to 
his  excellency  for  reconsideration. 
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The  vote  on  this  motion  was  called,  and  aliout  | 
to  l)p  taken,  when  several  the  democratic  • 
meirihers  discovered  that  there  was  a  majority  * 
agriiii<st  them  on  the  floor,  Idt  thtdr  seats  and 
went  outside  the  bar  of  the  house.  The  s|K‘aker  I 
stopped  and  remarked,  that  there  w’as  not  a  quo-  I 
THin  within  the  bar.  He  was  desired  to  call  the 
members  to  their  scats — he  called,  and  called — 
but  Ihe  mere  he  called,  as  the  Irishman  «ald,  the 
more  they  would  not  come.  It  was  tl^en  moved  j 
that  the  serg;eant  at  arms  be  required  to  cornjel , 
the  attendance  of  the  refractory  members.  T^p/m  , 
this  they  seized  their  hats  and  overcoats  and  fl»  d  ’ 
the  house. 

This  queer  scene  afforded  no  little  sport  to 
the  persons  who  happened  to  be  present.  The 
warhawks  (“  scatter  the  people  that  drl};tht  in 
war,*")  were  dispersed  and  fled  in  all  directions. 
It  w*as  tiieii  moved  that  the  house  adjonrn.  The 
motion  was  negatived.  However,  after  sittioor 
a  while  lonjer,  and  no  prosj)ert  appearing  of  ral* 
lying  !\lr,  Madison's  troops,  so  as  to  briii?  them 
again  into  the  field  for  action,  an  adj4nimm''nt 
was  moved  and  carried. 

h  was  odd  to  see  AarnnJ^amiiclce}  pnllieg  John 
Opdyckel  and  Edward  Yard^  out  of  their  seat«, 
merely  to  save  Governor  P.  froin  rereivinff  a 
just  rebuke,  when  it  is  remembered  with  how 
much  delicacy  his  excellency  treat**d  the  whole 
M  est  Jersey  delegation  at  the  close  of  the  last 
sitting,  in  the  cosnplhnent  he  paid  to  their  ta¬ 
le?}  fs  au(!  standing  in  society.  However,  it  is  all 
well  enough.  Some  men  know'  that  they  ouihf 
to  have  masters  and  he  treaifd  accordinshi.  Or- 
ry,  it  is  said,  afterwards  sneaked  hark  to  his  seat 
and  insisted,  that  he  had  not  refused  submission 
to  the  rules  ol  the  house,  however  obstropohnis 
Opdyck  and  Yard  may  have  been. 

On  Saturday  the  house  in  committee  of  tite 
whole,  took  up  iJie  resolution  of  Mr.  Bayard,  in 
relation  to  the  governor’s  message. 

It  was  supfmrted  by  Mr.  B.  in  a  speech  upon 
the  subject,  in  which  he  proved  the  unwarranta¬ 
ble  lengths  to  which  the  governor  had  gone  in 
his  message,  in  relation  to  the  eonduc^t  of  the 
eastern  states,  by  quotations  from  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Hartford  convention,  and  by  con¬ 
trasting  them  with  the  declarations  and  charges 
contained  in  the  said  message. 

Mr.  Simpson  also  spoke  upon  the  subject,  and 
compared  tlie  proceedings  in  the  eastern  states, 
with  tJiose  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  tlw* 
year  I8()(),  of  which  legislature  Mr.  Madison, 
now’  President  of  the  United  States,  was  a  mem 
ber,  an  approver  and  principal  supporter.  He 
asked  how  it  was  that  those  who  then  so  much 
approved  the  proceedings  of  Virginia,  were  now 
so  open  in  condemning  conduct  founded  on  prin¬ 
ciples  which  were  then  considered  orthodox,  and 
he  further  asked,  whether  it  was  the  men  or  the 
prmciples  that  had  changed. 

The  governor’s  message  was  defended  by 
Messi^.  Wilson,  Riohman  and  Thomson.  They 
seemed  however  to  admit  that  it  was  iiitem|>e- 
rate  and  improper — but  Mr.  Rickman  and  Mr. 
Thomson  justified  the  charges  contained  in  it  by 


asserting  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Hartford 
conveut!<fU  were  such,  as  was  there  rejueseiited  ! 
Mr.  Penn Hjgttiu -also  sj^oke  against  the  proceed¬ 
ings  oj  the  convention. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  passed  in  the 
negative,  and  the  house  agreed  to  the  report  of 
the  rotmnittee  of  the  whoie  thereon. 

After  the  qiiestlonon  Mr.  Bayard's  resolution 
was  de<‘ide<j 

Mr.  Pearson  moved  to  strike  from  the 
miles  the  exceptionable  part  of  tlie  governor’R 
ine‘isage.  It  w’as  certain,  he  sdd,  that  the  lan¬ 
guage  made  use  of  in  the  message  w’as  itideco- 
Tons  and  highly  improper.  U  could  not  l>e  sii^ 
tallied  by  the  lioiise  consistently  with  wiiat  it 
owed  to  its  own  dignity.  The  lai^;;nage  and 
charges  contained  in  the  message  ought  not  to 
appear  in  any  doiMiiin*at,  or  piiiilic  proceedings, 
in  relation  to  our  sister  states— they  were  iiabe- 
coiniiig  and  of  evil  tend<  luy,  and  he  hoped  the 
would  so  la:  manifest  its  own  iutlependence 
as  to  rej -ct  them,  however  the  executive  might 
be  dis;>osvd  to  characterise  his  coiiimu ideations. 
This  motion  was  also  ncgalived. 

Mr.  Rutherford  then  moved  to  strike  from  the 
minutes  the  resolution  propo>ed  by  Mr.  Bayard 
in  relation  to  tlie  governor’s  message,  but  after 
'‘Ome  remarks  from  Mr.  Pearson  and  Mr.Bayard, 
a  motion  was  made  to  udjotiru,  and  the  house 
adjourned  to  3  o’clock  in  the  alternoon. 

MR.  GORE’S  REMARKS, 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  Idyirtg  a  die 
Tcct  tux,  and  to  pro^ride  revenue  for  inainr 
tamin  g  the  public  credV,  &.v. 

This  bill  imposes  burdens  extremely  heavy 
on  all  the  citizens  of  our  common  country,  and 
oil  those  with  which  I  am  most  acqiiaiiitt  d,  a 
load,  that  under  existing  circumstances,  will  be. 
intolerable. 

With  the  principle  of  the  bill,  in  selecting  as 
objects  of  taxation,  the  lands  and  hiiildings  of 
the  United  J^tates,  I  have  no  fault  to  find. 

1  consider  tliem  as  Gt  and  proper  subjects  oC, 
revenue,  and  such  assessments  calculated  to 
equalize  the  burdens  of  the  country,  as  imposing 
them  on  all  parts,  a  id  with  more  impartiality 
than  can  be  attained  by  any  other  mode. 

And,  sir,  I  sliould  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  for 
a  bill,  imposing  such  a  tax,  to  any  reasonable 
anionnt,  had  it  not  ph  ased  the  government  of 
the  nation  to  place  the  state,  which  J  have  the 
honour  to  represrnt,  out  of  the  protection  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  determine,  that  while 
it  shall  Ix'ar  a  full  proportion  of  the  taxes,  none 
of  their  fruits  shall  recioii nd  to  her  relief. 

Tlie  motives  of  congress,  in  granting  supplies, 
are  doubtless  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  and  the  security  of  its  riglits,  by  a  safe 
and  honourable  peace. 

These  motives  are  wise  and  irresistible.  All 
concur  in  the  necessity  of  defending  our  terri-> 
tory  against  the  enemj^;  and  in  the  assertion 
and  maiiitenance  of  our  national  rights,  at  every 
peril,  and  if  uec.essary,  by  the  sacriGce  of  an 
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that  coi>duces  to  private  ease  and  personal  en¬ 
joyment. 

No  one  feels  this  truth  more  forcibly  than 
myself;  no  one  considers  the  duty  more  impe¬ 
rative.  With  its  ohiigations  I  have  no  compro¬ 
mises  to  make,  and  in  its  performance  1  ask  for 
no  limitations,  on  account  of  the  folly  and  im¬ 
providence  with  which  the  war  was  waged,  nor 
of  the  degrading  iinbecility  and  prodigal  waste 
of  treasure,  of  blood  and  character,  by  which  it 
has  been  prosecuted. 

The  enemy  pnblicly  proclaims  his  purpose,  to 
spread  desolation,  far  and  wide,  on  oiir  unpro¬ 
tected  sea  coasU  He  proceeds  to  execute  his 
threats  with  a  barbarity  and  baseness,  in  many 
instances,  imprecerlented. 

The  mansions  of  the  rich,  the  palaces  of  the 
nation,  and  the  cottages  of  its  poorest  citizens, 
feel  alike  his  disgraceful  veiigeauee.  The  opu¬ 
lence  of  the  wealthy  is  destroyed  ;  the  means  of 
subsistence,  to  the  impoverished  inhabitants  of 
the  sands,  are  redeemed  from  his  raf)acity,  by 
grinding  impositions,  whicli  the  charity  of  such 
as  being  out  of  tlie  reach  of  his  power,  are  alone 
able  to  supply.  Even  the  ashes  of  the  dead  are 
not  suffered  to  repose  in  quiet.  And,  as  the  last 
act  of  atrocity,  your  slaves  are  seized  and  se¬ 
duced,  embodied  in  military  arrav.  and  led  to 
the  destruction  of  their  masters  and  the  pluuder 
of  their  possessions. 

Whether  those  acts  seek  an  apology  in  the 
conduct  of  our  own  governinenl,  we  cannot  in¬ 
quire  for  the  purpose  of  weighing  our  duty  to 
repel  his  attack,  \^'hoever  comes  to  our  shores, 
in  the  character  of  enemy,  must  be  resisted.  We 
must  do  all  in  onr  power  to  defend  ourselves 
and  our  soil  from  an  invading  foe. 

A  question,  arises,  have  we  any  grounds  for 
believing  that  the  grants  of  men  and  money  >vill 
be  wisely  applied  ito  the  purposes  of  defence  and 
protection  ? 

Honourable  gentlemen  will  please  to  go  back 
to  November,  1811,  when  the  executive,  in  wind¬ 
ing  its  devious  course  to  the  fatal  act  of  June, 
1812,  addressed  the  hopes,  the  fears,  the  vanity, 
and  pride  of  the  people^and  avowing  its  duty  to 
establish  the  general  security,  assured  the  na¬ 
tion  “  that  the  works  of  dtfence  on  our  maritime 
frontier^  had  been  prosecuted  with  an  activity^  lea¬ 
ving  little  to  be  added,  for  the  completion  of  the 
most  importaiH  ones.  The  land  forces  so  dis¬ 
posed,  as  to  ensure  appropriate,  and  important 
services,  and  embodied  and  marched  toward  the 
northwestern  frontiers,”  to  seek  satisfaction  for 
acts,  which  it  was  declared,  had  alike,  ”  the 
chaiacter  and  effect  of  war.” 

The  subsequent  course  of  things  must  be  full 
in  the  mind  of  every  one,  and  the  result  known 
and  felt  by  all. 

We  learn  that  the  same  measures  are  to  be 
pursued.  The  atlantic  coast  is  to  be  defended 
as  heretofore,  by. attempts  on  Canada.  This  is 
frankly,  and  fomiallv  told  to  the  congress,  that 
no  pretence  can  be  urged,  in  future,  of  disap¬ 
pointment  or  deception. 

I  forbear  to  speak  pn  th»  subject.  In  the  ac¬ 


tual  state  of  things,  all  reasoning  must  be  futile. 
The  powers  of  language  cease  before  the  elo¬ 
quent  monitors  constantly  in  our  view'. 

We  are  doomed  to  remain  in  this  scene,  that 
we  may  not,  for  a  moment,  lose  sight  of  ourde- 
gradati«in  and  disgrace. 

The  government  had  complete  information  of 
the  desigiis  of  tlie  enemy,  months  before  his  at¬ 
tack  on  Washington.  In  this  city,  were  all  the 
means  of  defence,  fortresses,  ships,  caimon,  men, 
and  money — Here,  too,  was  concentrated  all  the 
wisdom  of  the  administration,  to  deliberate,  ex¬ 
amine.  decide,  and  prepare  for  the  support  of 
the  capital,  at  least,  sixty  days  prior  to  its  de¬ 
struction,  by  a  few  thousand  worn  down  and  ex¬ 
hausted  soldiers.  You  Jiave  now  in  full  view 
the  effect  of  their  combined  councils,  of  their  in¬ 
dividual  and  united  talents,  prudence,  and  ener- 
gies. 

These  monuments  show,  in  characters  not  to 
be  mistaken,  the  future  in  the  past,  arwl  the  de¬ 
solation  around.  They  declare  the  fate  of  every 
place,  under  the  i/iflnence  and  protection  of  our 
government,  if  approached  by  the  enemy. 

Congress  eontinucs  to  grant,  with  no  sparing 
hand,  supplies  of  every  kind  to  the  same  men, 
ill  the  hope,  it  is  imagined,  that  heaven  may, 
by  some  miracle,  interpose  for  their  application, 
to  the  safety,  and  relief  of  eonntry. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  crave  your  indulgence,  and 
that  of  the  honourable  senate,  while  1  relate  the 
condition  of  the  country,  which  I  represent,  as 
the  grounds  of  the  vote  I  am  constrained  to  give 
on  this  occasion.  The  state  of  IMassachusetts 
has  a  sea  coast  of  about  six  hundred  miles  in  ex¬ 
tent.  Its  eastern  boundary  joins  that  of  the 
enemy.  It  is,  of  course,  peculiarly  liable  to  in¬ 
vasion.  The  President  of  the  United  States  was 
avowedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  inva¬ 
ded,  immediately  on  the  cnmmenccinont  of  the 
war.  There  were  several  islands,  and  one  of 
great  importance,  on  the  eastern  frontier,  the 
title  to  which  was  not  definitively  acknowledged 
by  Great  Britain.  Tlie  claim  of  Massachusetts 
had  l>een  allowed,  by  this  power,  in  a  treaty 
made  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  presi¬ 
dent,  which  treaty  the  United  Stales  had  cho¬ 
sen  to  reject.  The  government  therefore  su- 
peradded  to  the  general  obligation  enjoined  up¬ 
on  it,  to  protect  and  defend  the  territory  of  all 
the  states,  had  incurred  a  peculiar  responsibili¬ 
ty  to  guard  this  particular  frontier  from  failing 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

This  state  has  been  left  entirely  unprotected 
and  defenceless,  and  has  at  no  time  had  within 
it,  and  destiaecl  to  its  defence,  sufficient  force 
of  the  United  States  to  protect  any  one  point 
against  a  common  and  ordinary  hostile  attack. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
she  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the  fortresses 
in  her  possession.  These,  with  all  the  promi¬ 
nent  points  of  land  and  sites,  appropriate  for 
fortifications  to  defend  the  state  against  inva¬ 
sion,  were,  and,  for  a  long  time  previous  to  the 
war  had  been,  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
United  States.  The  state,  therefore,  liad  no  an- 
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tiiority  or  jiirisdictioD  over,  por  even  to  enter  “  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  con- 
them,  for  any  purpose ;  much  less  to  assume  the  gress,  lay  any  duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or 
defence  of  their  territory,  through  these  means,  i  ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any' 
One  great  and  principal  object  of  the  consti-  j  agreement  or  compact  with  another  state,  or 
tutioii,  was  to  provide  by  this  government  for  ;  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage  in  a  war,  unless 
the  common  defence,  and,  by  the  power  and  re-  i  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger,  as 

sources  of  all  the  states,  to  protect  each  against  i  will  not  admit  ot  delay.” 
invasion.  Having  thus  surrendered  all  the  pecuniary 

The  preamble  declares  :  resources,  n?cessary  to  provide  the  means  of 

”  We,  the  people  of  the  U.  States,  in  order  j  defence,  and  also  the  right  to  i*aise  a  fo**ce  re- 
to  forni  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  'Quisite  to  this  end,  the  several  states  did  rely* 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- ,  and  were  justified  in  relying.  con- 

inon  defence^  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  |  fideuce,  ibr  complete  protection  defence,  on 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  ‘  the  government  ot  the  United  SWtes . 
our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  con-  |  one  will  pretend  that  such  defence  hat 
stitiition.”  For  this  end,  the  states  surrender- been  afforded  to  all  the  states  in  the  union, 
ed  the  principal  sources  of  revenue,  over  which  ;  Massachusetts  has  been  entirely  abandoned, 
they,  previously,  had  uncontrolled  dominion.  j  ^be  men  raised  therefor  the  regular  array,  have 
”  The  congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  >  ma’*ched  out  ot^  the  state.  •  ^  ' 

collect  taires,  duties,  im^KXsts  and  excises,  to  pay  VVithin  a  month  after  the  declaration  of 
the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence,”  ^be  governor  of  that  state  was  iniormed,  ly  di- 
“  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  r<^<’tion  of  the  president,  that  the  regular  troojM 
States.”  were  all  ordered  from  the  sea  coast;  and  this 

Here  are  ample  resources  and  means,  com-  threat,  it  intended  as  such,  was  instantly  ex- 
meusurate  to  tlie  duties  the  United  States  were  cciitcd.  Thus,  the  moment  the  I  nited  States 
enjoined,  and  und»Ttook  to  perform.  bad  placed  the  country  in  a  situation  to  requii-e 

This  cannot  be  denied  by  the  men  now  in  pow-  ^^efence,  and  which  it  was  their  duty  to  provide, 
er ;  for  they  abolished  many  taxes,  in  full  and'  ^bey  wantonly  took  away  the  onty  force  uhicli 

productive  oi>eratiun,  at  the  time  they  received  afford  *  n  j  r 

the  government.  be  said,  that  the  president  called  forth 

Power  w'as  also  granted  to  raise  and  support  ^be  militia,  in  June  aiiJ  July.  1812,  for  the  piir- 
everv  kind  of  force,  necessary  to  insure  the  com-  of  making  defence,  ana  pmtecting  the 

mon  defence,  and  to  protect  the  states  against  ^^ate  against  invasion,  and  the  governor  refused 
invasion,  viz.  ff'  ubey  the  requisition.  On  the  i2tli  June, 

”  To  raise  and  support  armies.”  1812,  the  president,  by  his  secretary  of  war* 

“  To  provide  and  maintain  a  nnw.”  requested  Governor  Strong  to  order  into  the 

”  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  all  sf'rvice  ot  the  Unite.^d  States,  on  the  requisition 
places  pnrciiased  by  the  consent  of  the  legisla-  General  Dearborn,  such  parts  ot  the  militia 

tures  of  the  states  in  ivhicli  the  same  shall  be,  ^be  general  might  deem  necessary  for  the  de- 

for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  Itjnce  ot  the  sea  coast,  and  on  the  22d  June,  the 
dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings.”  same  general  inlbrnv'd  the  governor,  that  war 

The  several  states,  having  surrendered  their  wasdecIaredagainstGiealBiitain,  and  requested 
oivn  resources,  and  afforded  such  ample  provi-  companies  for  the  defence  of  the  poits  and 
sions  for  the  common  defence,  left  no  doubt  of  h^irbours  in  IMassacliusetts,  and  the  harbour  of 
the  pai-amount  duty  in  the  Ignited  States  to  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island, 
perform  it  punctually  and  faithfnilv.  The  governor  of  a  state  is  obliged  to  comply 

In  the  present  war,  they  are  witliout  excuse.  every  requisition  of  the  United  Stales  for 
if  this  be  not  fully  and  perfectly  done ;  for  the  ‘nilitia  made  in  pm-suance  of  the  provisions  of 
war  was  of  their  own  choice;  they  made  it,  j  ^be  constitution.— -He  is  equally  bound  by  hit 
and  at  their  own  time.  <^»dy  to  the  states,  to  refrain  from  calling  them 

J  he  several  states  received  from  the  United  |  tbrth,  for  purposes  not  within  those  provisions. 
States  a  solemn  obligation,  that  they  would  The  only  c<ase  that  authorizes  a  call  for  the 
protect  each  against  invasion.  militia  of  the  several  states,  to  act  against  an 

“  The  United  States  guarantee  to  every  state  is  to  repel  invasion. 

a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  pro-  ^be  president,  neither  by  himself,  nor  any  of- 
tect  each  of  them  against  invasion.”  bis  officers,  ever  pretended  that  this  case  existed 

If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  show  the  sacred-  at  the  time  Uie  requisition  issued.  The  reqiii- 
ness  of  this  duty  in  the  United  States,  and  the  was  made  expressly  for  the  defence  oftho 

absolute  reliaiK'.e  which  the  stales  entertained  and  harbours  of  tliat  state  and  of  Khodo 

of  its  complete  performance,  it  is  to  l>e  found  Island. 

in  the  restrictions  and  privations,  which  the  se-  Tlie  militia  is  a  force  which  beltings  to  the 
veral  states  imposed  on  themselves.  several  states  respectfully  and  exclu.sively,  and 

”  No  state  shall  grant  lettei’s  of  marque  and  is  so  recognised  by  the  constitution  ot  the  Uni¬ 
reprisal.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  States.  The  government  of  the  United 
congress,  lay  any  imposts,  or  duties  on  imports,  States  is  a  government  of  limited  authorities, 
w  exports,**  except,  &c.  and  has  no  other  powert  than  what  are  granted 
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by  the. coiiiiititution.  .A  power  to  call  forth  the  o 
militia  to  prov  ide  for  the  common  defence,  or  to  j 
protect  against  invasion,  is  no  where  granted  to  a 
the  United  States  in  express  terms.  All  the 
authority  over  the  militia  delegated  to  the  Uni-  j 
ted  States,  is  to  call  them  forth  to  repel  invasion,  t 
to  exerute  the  laws,  and  to  suppress  hisurrection.  a 
The  United  States  are  bound  to  provide  for  the  c 
common  defence.  I 

To  repel  invasion  is  included  in  the  duty  of  ^ 
providing  for  the  common  defence  ;  and  a-  iuva-  ‘i 
sion  may  be  sudden,  even  in  time  of  profound  I 
peace,  and  bei»re  the  United  States  can  bring 
their  forces  tQpnoet  an  unexpected  attack,  the  * 
militia  of  the  several  states  is  granted  to  tlie  < 
Uni  tod  States,  from  the  necessity  of  the  rase,  * 
as  the  means  by  which  they  may  provide  for  the  t 
common  defeivce  in  such  particular  instance.  I 
If  tiie  United  States  have  authority  to  call  1 
forth  the  militia,  for  the  ojdiiiavy  purposes  of  J 
war,  for  the  common  defence,  or  for  protection  < 
against  invasion,  under  any  of  the  genera!  pow-  * 
ers  granted,  such  as  that  to  provide  for  the  com-  ' 
tnondejencet  there  would  have  been  no  necessity 
for  the  special  clause,  authorising  congress  to  i 
provide  Ibr  calling  them  forth,,  to  repel  invasion ;  I 
for  repelling  invasion  is  cndonhtedly  one  part  of  i 
the  diitjr  of  providing  for  the  common  d'^fence.  '< 
If  it  were  the  intent  of  the  constitution  to  I 
grant  to  the  United  States,  expressly,  a  power  ' 
over  the  militia  for  protection  against  invasion,  i 
it  would  have  declared,  that  for  such  purposes  ' 
the  United  States  might  call  forth  the  militia, 
or  it  would  have  said,  to  provide  against,  or  repel 
invasion.  And  especially  in  the  clause  which 
enjoins  on  the  United  States  the  doty  of  protect¬ 
ing  each  state  against  invasion,  the  constitution 
would  have  declared,  and  that,  for  this  purpose, 
the  United  States  shall  call  forth  the  militia. — 
No  such  words,  no  such  grants  are  ina<’e  in  tliis 
instrument.  If,  therefore,  the  authwty  of  t!i<‘ 
United  States  to  call  forth  .the  militia,  to  pm-' 
tect  the  ports  and  harbours  of  a  state,  begmnt- 
cd,  it  must  be  by  the  terms  to  repel  invasion. — 
Common  defence  includes  all  the  means  by 
which  a  nation  may  be  guarded,  protected,  de¬ 
fended,  and  secured  against  danger,  both  in  war 
and  in  peace. 

To  repel  invasion,  is  only  one  particular 
and  specific  act  of  providing  for  the  common 
defence.  It  is  contrary  to  common  sense,  as 
well  as  to  all  rules  of  logic,  to  say  that  a  specific 
power  or  duty  includes  the  general  power,  or 
duty,  of  which  it  is  a  part ;  it  is  to  say  that  a 
part  contains  the  whole. 

To  repel  invasion,  is  to  drive  Ijack  and  resist 
that  which  has  already  happened.  To  protect 
against  invasion  is  to  prevent  its  happening,  to 
secure  against  its  existence.  The  one  act  is 
against  an  event  that  has  occurred  ;  the  other  is 
to  insure  and  guard  against  the  occurrence  of 
su('h  an  event. 

To  protect  agaiast  invasion,  is  to  erect  for¬ 
tresses,  to  have  tbein  wvll  manned,  and  supplied 
with  all  requisite  stores,  to  provide  and  equip 
ships  of  war,  to  have  an  army  and  navy  well' 


organized  and  disciplined,  in  peace  and  in  wajp. 
To  r  pel  invasion  is  one  specific  ajt  of  war* 
against  another  act  of  the  like  character. 

To  repel  invasion  is  one  part  of  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence,  and  for  this 
part  a  particular  force  is  granted.  To  say  that 
a  grant  of  this  ibree,  for  the  special  service,  iii- 
chuics  a  grant  of  tne  same  force,  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  protection  and  defence,  is  to  say,  that  a 
grant,  for  one  purpose,  is  a  grant  for  another, 
and  for  every  purpose,  and  that  the  grant  of  a 
limited,  is  the  grant  of  a  geneial  authority.— 
This  would  be  indh  illogical  and  irratiouaU 
And  if  under  the  limitations,  which  were  iniend- 
ed  to  control  the  powers  granted  to  the  govorn- 
inent  of  the  United  Stat.  s,  and  especially  under 
the  express  limitation,  viz.  “  that  powers  not  de¬ 
legated  1>  the  United  States,  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  arc  re¬ 
served  to  the  states,  or  to  the  people,”  such 
coustiiictioii  may  be  atiopteJ,  there  rcinaiiis  no 
security  for  any  rigiit  rcMcrved  to  the  states,  or 
to  the  people. 

Howev*  r  conclusive  this  reasoning  may  be,  it 
is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  after  the  strides  of 
|)ower,  in  which  the  spirit  of  party  has  iiicinlged, 
it  will  have  any  eflect  on  tliose  who  direct  the 
aflairs  of  this  country.  1  will,  sir,  however,  re¬ 
fer  to  opinions  and  authorities  in  confirmation  of 
what  has  been  aHvauce<l,  that  to  many  gentle¬ 
men  did  not  formally  admit  eitlicrof  exception 
or  appeal. 

Tin  se  are  to  be  found  in  the  resolutions  and 
arguiuf  iits  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  and  of 
Mr.  Madison,  one  of  that  legislature,  in  the 
years  1708  and  15*00.  I  refer  the  senate  to  the 
third  resoluticn  passed  by  that  body,  and  framed 
by  the  pen  of  the  president,  in  the  words  follow- 
iug: 

“  3d,  Resolved,  That  this  as.sembly  doth  expli¬ 
citly  and  peremptorily  declare,  that  it  viewi 
the  powers  of  the  federal  governmout,  as  result¬ 
ing  from  the  compart  to  whicli  ’ttie  states  are 
parties,  submitted  by  the  plain  si  nse  and  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  instniinent  constituting  that  com¬ 
pact,  as  no  further  valid  than  thep  are  authorised 
hji  the  grants  enumerated  in  that  contract',  and 
that  in  Tease  of  a  deliberate,  palpable  and  dan¬ 
gerous  exei'cisH  of  other  powers,  not  granted  by 
the  said  compaid,  the  states  who  are  parties 
thereto,  have  a  right,  and  are  in  duty  hound  to 
interpose,  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil, 
and  for  m<iintaiuing  within  their  respective  li¬ 
mits,  the  authorities,  rights  and  liberties  apper¬ 
taining  to  them. 

It  is  said,  that  congress  are  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  to  protect  each  state  against  invasion,  and 
that  the  means  of  preventing,  are  included  ip 
tlie  power  ef  protecting  against  it. 

“  The  power  of  war  in  general  having  “been 
'  before  granted  bv  the  constitution,  this  clause 
must  either  be  a  mere  specification,  for  greater 
•  caution,  and  c*^Ttainty  of  which  there  are  .other 
1  examples  in  the  constitution,  oriie  the Injunctioo 
►  of  a  duty,  supera  Ided  to  a  grant  of  power.— 
[  Under  either  explanation,  it  cannot  pnlarge  the 
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powers  of  congress  on  the  subject.  The  power  j  and  so  far  as  this  irovernnrient  can  support  snch 
and  the  diity  to  protect  eacii  state  against  an  in-1  as  it  claims  on  this  charter,  it  is  sovereign,  and 
vading  enemy  would  be  the  general  powers,  if  |  has  no  other  contml  than  its  own  discretion, 
this  regard  to  greater  caution  had  been  omitted  !  j  The  gowrament  o»‘  the  several  states  is  equal- 
“  Invasion  is  an  operation  of  war.  To  protect  |  lv  sovereign,  with  respect  to  every  power  oi  an 
against  invasion  is  an  exercise  of  the  power  of  i  independent  state,  which  it  has  not  delegat'd 
war.  A  power,  therefore,  not  incident  to  war,  |  by  the  same  instrument  to  the  United  States,  ^ 
cannot  be  incident  to  a  [)arti<^ilar  inoditication  1  or  which  is  not  thereby  prohibited  to  tlie  several  ^ 
of  war.  And  as  the  removal  of  alien  friends  has  |  states.  It  is,  also,  a  sacred  duty  of  the  govern- 
appeared  to  be  no  incident  to  a  general  state  of;  ment  of  the  several  states,  to  preserve  imimpair* 
w  ar,  it  cannot  be  incident  to  a  partial  state,  or  ;  rd  everv  right  and  viithority  I'etaiiu'd  by  the 
to  a  particular  modiheatiou  of  war.  j  sta^e.  <*i(hrr  iu  its  cor.*orate  capacity,  or  Ibr  its 

“  iVor,  can  it  ever  be  granted^  that  a  ponder  to  act  |  in  lividnal  citizens.  Whether  the  militia,  the 
on  a  casCf  whe7i  it  acfualli^  occurs,  includes  a  pow-  pe^'iiliar  force  of  the- several  states,  and  that 
er  over  all  the  means  that  may  tend  to  prevent  which  is  to  protect  and  ilcfend  every  r»ght  and 
the  occurrence  of  the  case.  Snch  a  latitude  of  power  they  possess,  is  c  ilb  d  forth  by  tlie  Uni- 
coiistructioii  w'ould  render  unavailing  every  ted  States  according  to  the  provi'jions  which 
practicable  dehnition  of  limited  powei-s.”  See  i  they  made,  in  del^gatiog  to  this  government  its 
proceedings  in  the  house  of  delegates,  of  Vir-|  power?,  must  of  necessity  be  a  question  between 
ginia,  on  the  7th  January,  1800,  on  the  resob i- j  two  sovereign  and  independent  governments, 
lions  of  the  general  assembly  of  Deceml)er  21,  and  on  whicli  there  is  no  tribunal  authorised  to 
1798.  jinlge  between  them.  And  if  the  govcrimrs. 

If  the  observations,  which  I  have  made,  are  Who  are  commandei-s  in  chief  of  the  militia  of 
founded  in  truth,  and  justified  by  the  coiistitu-  the  several  states,  should  surrender  this  force 
tion,  the  following  positions  are  established,  viz.  to  the  United  States,  in  cases  not  authorised  by 
That  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  call  the  constitution — tliey  would  betray  the  trust 
on  the  several  states,  for  the  militia,  to  perform  confided  to  them  by  tfie  citizens  of  their  vstates. 
any  act  of  the  war,  but  to  repel  invasion.  They  must,  therefore,  examine  the  case  when 

That  to  defend  the  ports  and  harboiii*s  of  called  ii|>on,  and  decide  according  to  their  duty, 
3Iassachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  the  purpose  ns  prescribed  hv  the  constitution  of  the  United 
for  which  the  militia  was  required  In  1812,  is  States,  and  that  of  th‘.*ir  particular  state,  shall 
not  within  the  power  delegated  by  the  consti*  deman  l. 

tution,  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  General  Cushing,  while  superintendent  of  the 
repel  invasion.  military  district  in  which  Massachusetts  is  sitii- 

lu  the  case  alluded  to  in  1812,  it  was  not  de-  ated,  informed  Governor  Stj'ong  that  he  expect- 
clared  by  the  president,  nor  even  pretended  by  cd  an  order  from  the  presUleiit  of  the  United 
his  officers,  iljat  any  invasion  was  made.  In  States,  to  request  a  detachment  of  militia  for 
fact,  no  invasion  was  attempted,  until  two  years  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast,  and  particularly  of 
after  this  time.  If  the  United  States  had  no  Boston.  That  he  had  not  more  troops  than 
authority  to  make  the  requisition,  the  governor  sufficient  to  man  one  of  the  forts,  and  proposed 
W’Oiild  have  betrayed  his  duty  to  the  state,  in  that  one  should  be  occupied  by  the  militia,  and 
complying  with  the  demand.  that,  while  out.  they  should  be  subject  to  the 

That  the  United  States  had  no  such  authority,  command  of  no  officer  of  the  United  State*, 

I  think  evident  from  the  examination  that  has  except  fhe  superintendent  of  the  disti'ict.  The 
been  made  of  the  powers  delegated  by  the  con-  governor  acceded  to  the  proposal, 
stitution.  And  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in-  General  Dearborn  shortly  after  superseded 
stead  of  being  a  just  object  of  censure,  by  the  General  Cushing,  and  on  the  8th  July,  by  order 
United  States,  has  a  well  founded  complaint  of  the  president,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  ex- 
a^inst  their  government,  for  an  attempt  to  pectalion  of  Brigadier  General  Cushing,  reqiiest- 
usurp  her  rights,  and  invade  her  prerogatives.  ed  a  detachment  of  eleven  hundred  militia  t® 
A  question  has  sometimes  been  suggested,  occupy  the  forts  and  harbour  of  Baston. 
whether  the  governor  of  a  state  has  a  right  to  Governor  Strong,  all  hough  under  no  constitu- 
judge  it  the  requisition  be  within  the  provisions  tional  obligation  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the 
of  the  constitution.  A  little  reflection  on  the  na-  purposes  required,  yet  seeing  the  forlorn  condi- 
ture  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  tion  of  the  country,  the  vast  property  of  the 
and  of  a  state,  and  of  the  relation  in  which  the  United  States  in  the  navy  yai^,  a  of  the 
supriine  executive  of  the  latter  stands  to  the  line  nearly  completed,  and  a  frigate,  all  aban- 
United  States,  and  to  the  citizens  of  his  particu-  doned  by  the  government  to  the  mercy  ot  the 
lar  state,  will  show  that  he  is  obliged  to  examine,  enemy  at  the  same  time,  that  tiiese  offered  to 
if  the  case  for  which  the  requisition  is  made,  be  him  great  temptations  to  attack  and  destroy  the 
within  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  if  capital  of  the  state  and  its  envinms,  and  feeling 
the  purposes  Ibr  which  it  is  declared,  are  mani-  authorized  by  the  resolution  of  the  legislature 
festly  not  within  the  powers,  delegated  by  that  of  Massachusetts,  detached  the  militia,  in  con- 
instrument,  to  withhold  a  compliance.  fidence,  that  the  agreement  made  with  General 

The  government  of  the  United  States  can  ex-  Cushing  would  be  fiilfilled. 
ercise  no  powers  not  granted  by  the  constitution,  At  the  end  of  their  term  of  service  these  men 
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were  offered  an  iinnirrent  and  depreciated  pa¬ 
per,  as  their  onij  compensation. 

In  the  bepriniiing  of  September,  General  Dear¬ 
born  noticed  the  governor  that  the  enemy  had 
taken  pos.session  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  and  requested  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
and  defending  such  parts  of  the  slate,  and  of 
New  Hampshire,  as  were  not  in  the  occupation 
of  the  enemy. 

Such  complaints  and  objections  had  arisen  in 
executing  the  orders  of  July,  that  the  governor, 
although  he  issued  an  order  for  troops,  found 
himself  obliged  to  place  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  a  major  general  of  the  militia. 

The  governor  immediately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  requesting  to  know  from 
the  president  if  the  expenses  thus  necessarily  in¬ 
curred  for  the  protection  of  the  state,  would  be 
ultimately  reimbursed  to  that  state  by  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Slates. 

The  answer  was,  that  if  the  force  thus  put  in¬ 
to  service  by  the  governor,  had  been  reqfiired  by 
General  Dearborn,  or  received  by  him,  and  put 
under  his  command,  the  expenses  attending  it 
would  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States.  If 
otherwise,  iti  either  of  these  particulars,  the 
United  States  were  not  chargeable  with  the  ex¬ 
pense. 

Here  is  a  distinct  and  plain  case,  in  which  the 
United  States  had  neglected  that  protect  ion 
which  they  were  expressly  bound  to  afford  to 
the  state,  and  thereby  occasion'^d  the  loss  of  a 
fifth  part  of  its  territory.*  And  then  called 
upon  the  state  itself,  to  protect  the  remaining 
territory.  The  state  obeyed  the  call,  and  re¬ 
served  only  that  right  which  the  constitution,  in 
express  terms,  reserved,  viz.  the  appointment 
of  officers  to  command  the  militia  required,  and 
the  United  States  say  this  expense  must  be  borne 
by  the  state,  and  that  they  will  not  reimburse 
the  amount,  because  (he  militia  is  not  placed 
under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  .t 

For  this  art  of  injustice,  for  this  neglect  of 
duty  in  the  United  States  towards  the  state  of  j 
Massachusetts,  for  this  abandonment  of  its  terri¬ 
tory  to  the  violence  of  the  enemy,  I  have  never 
heard  the  smallest  apology. 

♦  Thjpre  were  at  the  attack  and  capture  of  Cas- 
tinc,  twenty-eight  men  and  a  lieutenant  in  the  fort. 
This  was  all  the  protection  for  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  harbours  and  rivers  in  the  United  States, 
and  affording  the  best  situation  for  a  naval  depot 
for  Great  Britain. 

t  In  the  militarj”  district.  No.  1,  which  includes 
New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  there  were  loss 
than  1,300  men.  These  were  scattered  over  an  ex  i 
tensive  tract  of  country.  In  the  forts  in  Boston 
harbour,  there  were  not  260  men,  and  in  the  other 
forts  in  the  state,  a  very  small  corps,  inadequate  to 
any  defence. 

Thefe  was,  however,  a  major  general,  a  brigadier 
general,  and  several  colonels.  In  no  one  place 
were  there  men  enough  to  constitute  a  colonel’s 
command. 


I  forbear  to  mention  the  rights  of  the  state, 
the  necessity  to  which  this  w'anton  abamhumunt 
by  those  who  ought  to  protect  them,  may  re¬ 
duce  the.  inhabitants.  The  laws  of  self-preser- 
valiou,  and  of  nature,  confirmed  by  that  of  na¬ 
tions,  afford  the  rule  for  any  member  of  a  Confe¬ 
deracy  thus  deserted  and  foi  sakeii. 

I  most  earne.stly  hope,  that  although  cruelly 
deserted  b  the  goveriiinent,  which  contrary  to 
the  entreaties,  brought  them  into  this  perilous 
condition,  the  citizens  of  the  country  may  be 
able  to  defend  themselves.  'I'hcy  will  do  all 
that  men  can  do  under  their  circumstances.  But 
I  am  confident,  that  if  this  tax  be  collected  there 
and  paid  int  s  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
Ibr  tlie  exclusive  sup[K)rt  and  defence  of  others, 
they  will  be  de'^titute  of  the  means  of  making 
any  adequate  resistance.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
vote  for  this  bill. 

The  present  year  the  cnmmonweaUli  has  ex¬ 
pended  more  than  §700,000  in  her  own  defence. 
She  is  now  called  on  by  this  bill  for  $632,011 
to  defend  other  parts  of  the  territory  of  the  Igni¬ 
ted  States,  and  her  citizens  moi*e  exposed  than 
any  other,  are  left  to  provide  for  their  own  de¬ 
fence. 

They  who  calculafe  on  the  ability  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  to  piy^  from  tlie  exactness  and  punc¬ 
tuality  wiiich  she  has  heretofore  observed  in  the 
discharge  of  taxes,  will  recollect,  that  her  fa¬ 
culty  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  treasury,  even 
in  times  the  most  prosperous,  arose  princ.ii)al!y 
fmm  the  daring  enterprise,  unrivalled  industry 
and  rigid  economy,  of  the  inhabitants,  that  her 
resonrees  are  now  annihilated,  and  she  is  borne 
down  whli  obloipiy,  insult  and  opjwession. 

They  who  l;ave  observed  the  patience  where¬ 
with  she  has  submitted  to  see  the  public  trea¬ 
sure  squandered,  to  purchase  slanders  against 
her  citizens,  and  notwithstanding  a  complete 
failure  by  the  full  conlession  of  the  hireling, 
♦hat  these  citizens  were  so  far  beyond  tempta¬ 
tion,  as  not  evtn  to  be  approached  for  dishonour-* 
able  purposes,  has  been  subjected  to  the  most 
degrading  insinuations,  from  the  first  authority. 
Who  has  witnessed  all  the  resources  of  her 
wealth,  all  the  means  of  her  industry,  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  iiiiabatiiig  persecution  from  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  her  possessions  coldly  an<l  expressly 
abandoned,  by  the  same  authority,  to  the  depre¬ 
dations,  and  seizure  of  the  enerfiy,  may  conceive 
that  taxes,  like  these,  will  still  be  paid  for  the 
exclusive  protection  of  others,  but  if  gentlemen 
will  only  condescend  to  view  the  people  of  this 
country,  as  their  brethren^  as  freemen^  as  men, 
they  must  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  had  they 
means,  tlicy  could  not  possibly  have  the  will* 

MR.  LEWIS’S  REMARKS 

/n  the  house  of  representatives^  on  Gileses  milUia 

bill. 

Afler  several  amendments,  and  the  time  of 
service  of  the  drafts  were  fixed  for  one  year : 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Va.  rose  and  said — He  wished 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  he 
deenoied  of  the  first  importance*.  There  existed* 
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Utruugbont  this  country,  a  class  of  industrious, 
respectable,  and  highly  meritorious  citizens, 
whose  religion  foibaiie  them  to  engage  in  this 
trade  of  war. — From  the  time  when  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion  was  promulgated,  however  strange 
the  fact  might  appear  to  those  whose  business 
U  the  destruction  of  our  race,  there  have  always 
existed  tlmusauds,  who  hold  it  a  most  sacred  du¬ 
ty,  not  to  imbrue  tlieir  hands  in  the  blood  of 
their  brethren,  simply  because  their  rulers,  had 
been  pleased  to  declare  them  enemies.  The 
history  of  centuries  wi)uld  prove  that  this  was 
no  theory,  im  speculative  vision.  It  \vas  an  ar¬ 
ticle  of  Christian  faith,  deemed  a  coinmaiid  of 
the  Most  High;  and  thnnsands  of  those  pacific 
Christians  have  attested  tl;e  sincerity  of  their 
faith  and  their  practice,  at  the  stake  and  on  the 
scaffold.  Tiie  bill  on  the  table,  Mr.  L.  said, 
'made  no  exceptions  as  to  these  noiseless,  though 
numerous  Christians.  The^  were  subject  to  be 
di-afted  into  the  ranks  of  death,  there  to  con¬ 
tinue  lor  a  year;  and  if  they  refused  the  call, 
they  were  subjected  to  ail  the  rigorous  penalties 
of  the  law.  In  most  of  the  slates,  Mr.  L.  said, 
he  believed  those  men  were  excused  from  any 
kind  of  military  duty  whatever,  by  paying  a  cer¬ 
tain  annual  tax,  deemed  equivalent  to  their  per¬ 
sonal  services.  He  believed,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Virginia,  there  was  not  a  state  in  the 
union,  that  did  not  suffer  these  peaceful  Chris¬ 
tians,  in  some  way  to  he  exempted  from  military 
services.  The  militia  laws  of  Virginia  exact  the 
same  personal  st  r vices  from  them  as  from  others. 
None  are  exempted  on  account  of  religious  faith 
and  cotiscientioiiS  scruples.  Their  fines  and  pe¬ 
nalties  for  neglect  or  refusal,  are  highly  severe, 
and  ill  geueral,  are  rigorously  executed. 

The  courts  martial  have,  it  is  true,  discretion- 1 
ary  powers,  as  relates  to  fines,  But  that  discre-  I 
tion,  is  generally  exercised,  rather  to  punish  than 
piolect,  all  who  cannot  join  in  tlic  ranks.  There 
was  a  practice  founded  on  the  law'  of  the  state, 
so  highly  unjust  and  oppressive  in  its  operation 
to  these  p<  aceful  citizens,  that  he  was  astonish¬ 
ed  it  should  be  endured  in  an  enlightened  coin- 
uiunity.  When  once  drafted  or  called  to  ser¬ 
vice*,  iu  case  of  failure  to  obey,  which  must  al¬ 
ways  happen  witJi  this  people,  a  heavy  fine  is 
levied  and  collected.  The  delinquent  is  imine 
diately  placi  d  on  the  next  class  for  another  draft, 
is  again  of  course  delinquent,  and  again  heavily 
fined.  This  call  or  draft  is  sometimes  repeated¬ 
ly  made  in  quick  succession,  and  fines  accumu¬ 
late  to  an  amount,  which  reduce  the  most  afflu¬ 
ent  to  distress  ;  and  those  of  competent  fortune 
to  entire  ruin. 

ItoperatCvS  too,  most  oppressively  upon  those 
of  the  militia  who  have  no  religious  scruples  as 
to  bearing  arms.  The  number  drafted  from  any  i 
particular  company  is  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
number  of  the  company  ;  although  it  is  compo- 
seil  half  of  men  whose  consciences  forbid  mi¬ 
litary  service,  and  who,  of  course,  never  do,  and 
never  w'ill  serve ;  yet  the  whole  number  is  (‘ail¬ 
ed  fortli,  and  thus  while  these  Christians  are  ruin¬ 
ed  b*  accumulated  penalties,  the  residue  have 
a  most  oppressive  share  of  perional  service.  ) 


Mr.  Lewis  said,  in  the  district  he  represented, 
this  description  of  their  condition  had,  lately,  to 
a  great  extent  been  realized.  The  fines  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  to  an  amount,  which  the  property  of 
Uiose  oppressed  people  could  not  satisfy.  It  of 
course  must  be  sacrificed  under  the  marshal’s 
hammer ;  and  in  case  of  deficiency,  their  persons 
committed  to  prison  to  expiate  the  sin  of  serv¬ 
ing  their  God  with  perseverance  and  pure  con¬ 
sciences.  Mr.  Lewis  said,  when  he  viewed  the 
benevolent  genius  of  the  constitution  of  his  na¬ 
tive  state,  the  liberal  spirit  of  her  geiieval  laws, 
and  the  magnaiiimons  justice,  which  she  was  in 
the  habit  of  distributing  to  her  sons,  he  could  not 
but  wonder  that  this  stain  on  her  policy,  and 
on  her  justice,  was  suffered  to  remain.  It  was 
in  direct  lioslility  to  l|er  own  spirit,  views  and 
declarations.  In  1788,  when  ratifying  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  her  convention 
tendered  a  bill  of  rights  to  the  union;  aod  this 
was  the  19th  article  of  that  bill  “  that  any  per¬ 
son,  religiously  scrupulous  of  hearing  arms,  ought 
to  be  exempted  upon  payment  of  an  equivalent, 
aod  another  employeii  in  his  steail.”  Mr.  Lewis 
said  he  cit^  d  from  memory,  but  was  sure  that  he 
was  substantially  correct.  How  different  from 
this  is  liie  present  practice  ?  The  present  law 
is  most  unequal  in  its  operation — the  mass  of  the 
militia,  having  no  religious  restraints,  could  per¬ 
form  their  duty  in  pci*son.  or  at  worst,  by  hirii^ 
a  substitute  ;  and  a  tour  of  duty  performed,  in 
either  way,  exonerated  them  from  further  calU. 
until  every  militia  man,  of  every  class,  had,  ia 
his  turn,  gone  through  the  same  process.  These 
peaceful  Christians  could  not*  as  they  believed, 
under  the  penalties  of  eternal  perdition,  enter 
your  ranks  iu  arms,  and  they  arc  not  casuists 
enough  to  believe,  that  they  may  innocently  do 
that  hy  suhslittite,  which  the  prince  of  peace  has 
foibiihJen  tiiein  to  perfcrni  in  person.  They 
cannot,  therefore,  deliver  themselves  from  the 
constant  harassing  of  marshals,  and  fines  and 
impri'^cument.  Ia  every  clas.s  they  are  bound 
to  take  a  chance  for  draft,  and  if  uusuccessful  in 
every  class,  and  upon  every  draft,  they  are  sub- 
jecte«l  to  a  round  of  suffering  and  oppression. 
Mr.  L.  said,  it  might  be  objected,  that  his  amend¬ 
ment  would  interfere  with  state  militia  laws  and 
regulations.  He  denied  it ;  or  if  it  should,  so 
he  said,  <iid  all  tlie  provisions  of  the  bill.  The 
bill  contained  provisions  in  open  violation  of  the 
state  rights ;  it  went  not  through  the  state  ex-  v 
ccutive,  but  directly  to  the  ranks  of  the  militio 
ui>on  a  certain  contingency.  It  made  direct  le- 
qiiisitions  upon  those  ranks,  and  anucxed  penal¬ 
ties  and  punishments  to  ucglect,  or  refusal  to 
obey  those  requisitions.  It  was,  Mr.  Lewis  said, 
against  this  assumption  of  power,  that  he  wished 
to  protect  these  people. 

Mr.  Lewis  saiii,  if  gentlemen  would  look  at 
the  hill,  they  would  find  that  a  povrer  was  as¬ 
sumed,  from  which  no  state  exemption  could 
deliver  the  citizen  ;  you  impose  fiuea  and  pe¬ 
nalties  in  a  manner,  which  the  states  alone  have 
tiie  constitutional  power  to  do.  You  make  a 
call  npoD.the  militia,  and  you  doom  thoac  who 
do  not  obey  your  call,  without  disc:  imlnation. 
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to  fine,  imprL«?onment  and  probable  ruin.  In  this 
way  you  approach  directly,  a  class  of  citizens, 
who  you  know  would  suffer  crucifixion,  sooner 
than  obey  your  requisition,  and  you  leave  them 
no  refuge  but  in  your  penalties  aiid  punishments. 
— Why  is  this  done?  Not  to  fill  your  ranks  ! 
For  you  know  these  men  will  never  be  in  your 
ranks,  unless  by  ruffian  force. 

It  is  to  wring  from  them  the  little  property 
which,  by  frugality,  sobriety,  and  labour,  they 
have  roiiectcd  to  sustain  their  families,  and 
smooth  the  pillow  of  old  age.  Mr.  L.  said,  it 
was  unjust  oppressive  and  sinful.  Mr.  L.  said, 
.,he  di«l  not  mean  to  ask  for  those  people  any 
peculiar  boon,  beyond  what  the  true  principles 
of  toleration  demanded.  Of  all  the  pecuniary 
burdens  of  the  state,  t|ie  property  of  Uiose 
mrn  must  bear  its  share.  He  did  not  asK  an 
exemption  from  the  general  weight  and  bur¬ 
dens  of  the  state.  There  ought  to  l>e,  there 
could  be,  no  such  exemption.  But  as  to  per- 
sonal  service  in  arms,  if  any  man  conscientiously 
believed  it  was  (orbidden  by  the  voice  of  God, 
no  human  tribunal  had  the  right  to  force  such  a 
man  to  violate  his  religion  and  his  conscience, 
and  to  stain  his  hands  with  human  blood.  A  fair 
equivalent  in  money,  was  all  that  any  govern¬ 
ment  had  the  right  to  re  quire  from  such  a  man, 
to  be  applied,  not  particularly  to  the  work  of  war, 
but  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  government ; 
with  this  all  ought  to  be  satisfied.  The  equiva¬ 
lent  ought  not  to  be  oppressive  on  the  one  hand, 
.nor  on  the  otlier  ought  it  to  be  so  reduced,  as  to 
permit  any  but  the  really  conscientious  to  take 
advantage  of  it  for  improper  purposes.  Mr.  L. 
then  oflered  the  following  section  to  the  bill, 
which  w’as  adopted  by  a  large  majority. 

See.  10.  Jiul  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  w  ho  is  a  member  of  any  religious  sect  or 
denomination  of  Christians,  conscientiously  seru 
pulous  of  bf'aring  arms,  shall  be  exempted  from 
the  performance  of  the  duties  required  by  this 
act,  by  paying  his  due  proportion  of  .the  amount 
contracted  to  be  paid  by  the  class  in  which  he  is 
included,  according  to  the  provision  of  the  4th 
section  of  the  act;  or  in  case  there  shall  be  a 
draft  in  such  class,  by  paying  to  the  person 
drafted,  such  sums  as  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  company,  so  that  the 
sum  shall  not  exceed  three  months  pay  ;  and  the 
payment  of  such  sum  of  money,  in  either  rase, 
shall  be  c(»nsidered  as  entitling  such  person  to 
an  exemption  from  all  the  duties  required  by 
this  act. 


SPEECH  OF  THE  HON.  RICHARD 
STOCKTON, 

Delivered  in  the  hmsc  of  represent  of  ives  on 
the  1 0th  Decanter^  1814,  against  the  C  on- 
scRiPTiuN  Bull. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  have  moved  for  the  indefinite  nost- 
ponemen*  of  thin  bill,  before  ilie  <.m  nd- 
uents  made  in  the  commiltee  of  the  w  hole 


house  are  disposed  of — not  with  any 
to  interjjose  artificial  obstructions  to  its  pas¬ 
sage  through  the  house,  l»ut  to  secure  to 
myself,  and  !o  other  genileinen,  the  common 
privilege  of  expressing  our  opinions  upon  a 
great  political  subject — a  precaution  made 
the  more  necessary,  by  the  intimations 
thrown  out  yesterday  of  an  intention  of 
stopi  ing  further  discussion  by  a  resort  to 
the  previous  question.  I  can  assure  you, 
sir,  that  1  rise  to  advocate  this  motion  in 
nu  sidrit  of  party  or  of  opi>osilion ;  but  be¬ 
cause  I  feel  myself  constrained  by  all  the 
ties  which  bind  me  to  my  constituents  and 
country,  to  make  use  of  every  exertion  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill.  1  know 
the  dirticullies  which  at  this  moment  sur¬ 
round  the  government  and  the  nation.  1 
kinnv  and  1  feel,  as  3ensibly  as  any  mem¬ 
ber  can  feel — the  crisis. — the  awful  crisis^  at 
which  our  public  affairs  have  arrived.  I 
know,  sir,  that  we  are  engaged  in  a  war  with 
a  powerful,  irritated  and  revengeful  enemy. 
Since  the  late  despatches  from  Europe  have 
been  submitted  to  us,  1  have  been  induced 
to  believe  (hat  the  administration  could  not 
at  this  moment  make  a  just  and  honourable 
peace  if  it  were  now  really  disposed  so  to 
do.  1  admit  that  there  is  too  much  ground 
to  apprehend  that  if  this  war  is  continued 
for  another  campaign,  it  will  require  a  great 
exertion  to  maintain  the  just  rights  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  United  States.  1  know  that 
our  Ire.  sury  is  empty  and  must  he  filled-^ 
that  our  (mhlic  credit  is  gone  and  must  be 
restored — that  the  ranks  of  our  army  are 
thill  and  must  be  increased — all  this  i 
know — and,  without  slopping  notv io  inquire 
why  or  wherefore  these  things  are,  1  am 
ready  to  aict  accordingly.  1  am  willing  to 
accept  the  invitation  of  an  honourable 
mt  mher  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Duval,)  and 
to  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the  public.  I 
am  willing  at  this  moment  to  forget  all  that 
1  have  ever  thought  and  believea  of  this 
terrible  war — I  am  willing  to  forget  the  fol¬ 
ly,  the  {folitk'al  ins  mily,  in  which  it  was 
declared — the  neglect,  the  culpable  neglect 
to  provide  the  necessary  mrans  of  carrying 
it  on — the  waste — the  profuse  and  shamelul 
waste  of  hh'od  and  treasun,  which  has 
marked  its  progress.  Although  e\ery  event 
since  that  fatal  step  was  taken  has  confirm- 
eilme  ifi  these  opinions,  I  am  willing  to  for¬ 
get  them  all  and  to  act  as  if  they  did  not 
exist,  i  am  willing  to  place  them  upon  the 
altar  of  pulv’ic  s.  fV-ty,  a>id  there  to  immolate 
[them.  1  am  vvililng  for  myself  to  go  fur- 
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ther,  and  to  refrain  from  all  irritatiiia;  ex¬ 
pressions  in  reference  to  those  who  hold  the 
reins  of  government  and  control  the  dcs* 
linies  of  the  nation.  I  most  sincerely  pray 
that  our  gloomy  forebodings  as  to  the  issue 
of  atfairs  in  tluir  hands  may  not  be  realized. 
That  they  may  be  able  to  extricate  the 
country  from  the  liangers  which  surround  it, 
and  to  make  a  speedy,  lasting  and  Ihjnour- 
able  .peace.  1  have  already  acted  in  con¬ 
formity  with  these  professions,  by  voting 
during  this  session  for  every  measure  in¬ 
tended  to  increase  your  revenues  or  armies, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  constitutional, 
and  founded  on  principles  of  justice  and 
ecjuality— -and  I  shall  continue  so  to  act. 

,  But,  Mr.  Si.'eaker,  there  are  lK)unds  wdiich 
every  man  of  principle  must  observe.  There 
are  some  limits,  which  neither  arguments, 
dilVicuities  or  dange  rs,  can  intiuce  me  to  I 
exceetl.  'fhe  limiis  wiiicli  1  have  prescri-! 
bed  to  myself  in  provitling  for  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  day  are  just  and  indipensable — • 
they  are,  the  constilu-ion  ;  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  polilkal  expediency  ;  the  eternal^ 
imnmtahle  principles  of  justiccy  equal  justice, 
to  all  the  community.  These  principles  1 
must  and  will  adhere  to  at  allhazanis.  To 
me,  sir,  public  wants  can  afford  no  induce¬ 
ment  to'  vote  for  an  act  which  my  best 
judgment  informs  me  transcends  the  legiti- ' 
mate  powers  of  congress.  To  me,  state 
necessity  can  he  no  plea  for  restarting  to 
wi.hi  aiui  visionary  plans,  which  thoiiiich  they 
may  be  hottest ly  intendetl  to  redeem  the 
public  credit,  1  conscientiously  believe  w  Hl 
sink  it  deeper  into  ruin.  Nor,  sir,  will  ne¬ 
cessity  ever  induce  me  inihe  im[)osition  of 
taxes  to  violate  the  great  principles  of  Jus¬ 
tice  and  ^quality.  With  these  exceptions 
1  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  otlier  mem¬ 
ber  in  providing  the 'proper  means  of  de¬ 
fending  the  rights  and  interests  of  these 
United  States.  In  regard  to  the  bill  now 
on  the  table,  I  have  read  it  with  attention, 
beslovving  upon  it  all  the  consideration  its 
imjjortauce  dernaiided. 

1  have  endeavoured  to  analyze  its  objects 
and  provisiotis.  1  have  listened  with  the 
most  resiiecttVd  attention  to  every  thins: 
which  has  t»een  said  in  its  favour.  The  re¬ 
sult  is  a  solernu  CiUiviction.  that  we  have 
no  constitutional  right  to  pass  the  bill  in  its 
pr'^sent  shape;  and  that  it  will  l>e  destruc¬ 
tive  of  the  best  interests  of  this  country  to 
tnacl  it.  Will  you  listen  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker, 
w.u’sl  I  state  as  concisely  as  I  can,  the  rea- 
soBs  which  have  induced  me  to  form  this 


I  opinion  ?  In  performing  this  task,  I  shall  en¬ 
deavour  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  bill.  There 
are,  indeed,  other  most  important  matters^ 
intimately  connected  with  it,  which,  as 
parts  of  the  same  general  plan,  wduld  be 
proper  ^jects  ol*  remark ;  hut  from  these  1 
shall  refrain  at  present  j  I  allude  pcarticular- 
ly  to  the  proposeil  draft  of  the  militia  to  fill 
the  ranks  of  the  regular  aniry.  On  this  mon¬ 
strous  device  I  shall  make  no  remarks  now. 
■That  bill  may  never  he  called  up.  It  is  al- 
j  ready  damned  in  public  estimation.  I  trust 
‘that  it  is  sleeping  the  sleep  of  death,  and 
that  it  will  never  be  roused  to  affright  and 
attlict  ns.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  certain 
general  principles  which  lie  at  the  bottom  . 
‘of  this  subject.  In  a  limited  government, 
jsuch  as  that  established  by  the  constitution 
lof  the  United  States,  they  may  truly  be 
called  fundiimentaJ,  By  some  they  may  be 
considered  as  familiar  and  true;  and  by 
others  scarcely  worthy  of  attention  in  these 
enlightened  days.  But  the  great  men  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  our  independence 
and  civil  institutions  thought  differently. 
They  supposed  they  were  all  important. 
They  believed  that  it  was  always  necessa¬ 
ry  to  hear  them  in  mind,  and  advisable  fre¬ 
quently  to  recur  to  them,  to  keep  this  go¬ 
vernment  within  its  proper  sphere,  and  to 
dtTeml  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 
One  of  these  general  princirdes  is,  that  the 
militia  of  the  several  states  belong  to  the  people 
and  scoremmeut  of  the  states,  and  not  to  the 
United  States,  1  consider  this,  sir,  as  a  pro¬ 
position  too  clear  to  require  illustration,  or 
to  admit  of  doubt.  The  militia  consists  of 
the  whole  people  of  a  state,  or  rather  of  the 
whole  male  population  capable  of  hearing 
arfiis;  including  all  of  every  description, 
avo4*atioa.or  age.  Exemption  from  militia 
duty  is  a  mere  matter  of  grace.  This  mili¬ 
tia,  being  the  very  people,  belongs  to  the 
people,  or  to  the  state  governments,  for 
their  use  and  protection.  It  was  thnrs  at 
the  lime  of  the  revolution,  Umler  the  old 
coufederation ;  and  when  the  present  form 
of  government  was  adopted.  Neither  the 
people  nor  their  state  governments  have 
ever  surrendered  this  their  property  in  the 
militia  to  the  general  government,  but  have 
c  irefully  kept  and  preserved  their  general 
dominion  or  control,  for  their  own  use,  pro¬ 
jection  and  defence.  They  have,  it  is 
true,  granteil  or  lent  (if  I  may  use  such  an 
es;])r*ssion)  to  congress  a  special  conrur- 
'•ent  authoniy  or  power  over  the  militia  in 
certain  cases ;  which  cases  are  parttcularly 
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^et  dorvn^  guarded,  Ibniicd  atul  restricted,  as 
fully  as  the  most  scrupulous  caution,  and 
the  use  of  the  most  apt  and  signihcant 
words  our  language  affords  could  limit  and 
restrict  them.  The  people  have  granted 
to  congress,  a  right  to  call  forth  the  militia 
V*  certain  cases  of  necessity  and  emergency ; 
a  right  to  arm  and  organize  them ;  and  to 
prescribe  a  plan,  upon  which  they  sliall  be 
disciplined  and  trained.  When  they  are 
called  into  Ihe  service  of  the  United  States, 
(and  they  cannot  be  called,  unless  upon  the 
kappeuing  of  one  of  the  contingencies  enii- 
JUerated)  they  are  to  be  under  the  command 
of  the  |>resident.  Hence,  it  follows,  that 
the  general  power,  authority  or  jurisdiction, 
’  remains  in  the  state  governments.  A  spe¬ 
cial,  qualified,  limited  and  concurrent  powei 
b  vested  in  congress,  to  be  exercised  when 
the  event  happens,  and  in  the  manner  point¬ 
ed  out,  prescribed  and  limited  in  the  consti¬ 
tution.  And  hence  it  also  follows,  that  this 
delegated  power  cannot  be  executed  upon 
any  other  occasions,  nor  in  any  other  ways 
than  those  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 
There  is  another  general  rule  or  principle 
of  construction  to  which  I  must  allude.  It 
js,  that  all  particular,  special,  limited  pow- 
ere,  taken  from  or  carved  out  of  the  general 
power,  must  be  construed  strictly.  I'he  ge¬ 
neral  power  remains  in  full  force,  unimpair¬ 
ed,  except  where  it  is  expressly  granted 
away,  and  the  construction  must  he  on  the 
wards  cf  the  grant,  and  not  by  recurring  to 
the  doctrine  of  analogy  or  parity  of  reason. 
This  is  a  rule  applicable  to  ail  grants  of 
power,  public  or  private,  but  it  is  particu¬ 
larly  to  be  attended  to  in  grants  of  pul>lic 
autiiority ;  and  most  of  all  in  those  solemn 
grants  denominated  constitutions.  These 
grants  being  from  the  people  to  their  rulers, 
are  always  deliberate!}^  framed.  They  are 
penned  with  the  utmost  accuracy  and  pre¬ 
cision  of  language.  All  powers  intended 
to  be  granted  are  granted,  and  those  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  terms  made  use  of  are  with- 
held.  This  is  not  a  mere  technical  rule  of 
the  schoolsmen  or  the  forum.  It  is  founded 
in  reason,  good  sense,  and  justice ;  and  is 
all  imjiortant  in  the  construction  of  consti¬ 
tutions.  If  the  words  of  such  grants  are 
departed  from,  upon  any  pretence,  what 
safety  do  they  afford  ?  If  reasoning  by  ana¬ 
logy  is  once  permitted,  so  that  c^'ses  not 
enumerated,  but  supposed  to  stand  uuon  a 
footing  in  point  of  reason  and  expediency, 
are,  by  liberal  construction,  held  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  it,  what  security  is  there  but  the 
discretion  of  those  who  undertake  to  ex¬ 


pound  it  ?  A  constitution  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  pillar  of  m  trble,  not  as  a  figure 
of  wax ;  it  must  remain  as  it  comes  from 
the  hand  of  tl^c  artisi,  and  not  be  moulded 
by  officious  hands  into  a  more  convenient 
shape.  The  rule  I  have  laid  down,  has 
been  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  engrafted  into  the  constitution  itself. 
The  tenth  amendment,  in  ordaining  that 
“  all  powers  not  delegated  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are 
reserved  to  the  states  respectively  and  to 
I  he  people,”  declares  in  the  spirit  of  the 
rule  I  have  stated,  that  all  powers  not  grant¬ 
ed  to  tlie  congress  by  the  constitutional 
charter,  remain  with  the  people  or  the  state 
governments. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  special,  limited,  concur¬ 
rent  power  over  the  militia,  is  given  by  the 
states  to  the  congress  only  in  three  cases. — 

To  enforce  the  laws— -suppress  insurrec¬ 
tions,  and  repel  invasion.” 

(To  be  Continued.) 

MR.  AVEBSTER’S  REMARK?, 

On  his  motion  to  recommit  the  Bank  Bitl,  January 
2,  1815. 

Mr.  Speaker — However  tlie  house  may  tlispose 
of  the  motion  before  it,  I  do  not  i-egret  tliat  it  lias 
been  made.  One  object  intended  by  it  at  least,  is 
accomplished.  It  presents  a  choice  to  the  horise, 
and  it  shows,  that  the  opposition  which  exists  to 
the  hill  in  its  present  shape  is  not  an  undistinguish¬ 
ing  hostility  to  whatever  may  be  proposed  as  a  na¬ 
tional  bank,  but  a  hostility  to  an  institution  of  such 
a  useless  and  dangerous  nature,  as  it  is  believed  the 
existing  provisions  of  the  bill  would  establish. 

If  the  bill  should  he  recommitted  ami  amentleJ 
according  to  the  instructions  which  I  have  moved, 
its  principles  will  be  luatorially  changed.  The  ca- 
4)ital  of  the  proposed  bank  will  be  reduced  from 
fifty  to  thirty  millions;  and  composed  of  specie  and 
stocks,  in  nearly  the  same  proportion  as  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States.  Ihe 
obligation  to  lend  thirty  millions  of  dollars  to  go¬ 
vernment,  an  obligation  wliicli  cannot  be  perform¬ 
ed  without  committing  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  v^’ill 
be  struck  out.  The  power  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  its  notes  and-bills  will  be  abolished,  and  the 
prompt  and  faithful  execution  of  its  contracts  se¬ 
cured.  The  restriction  on  the  sale  of  its  stocks  will 
be  removed,  and  as  it  is  a  monopoly,  provision  will 
be  made,  that  if  it  should  Hot  commence  its  opera¬ 
tions  in  reasonable  time,  the  grant  shall  be  forleit- 
ed.  Thus  amended,  the  bill  w'ould  establish  an  in¬ 
stitution,  not  unlike  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  in 
any  particular  which  I  deem  material,  excepting 
only  the  increased  amount  of  the  capital. 

To  a  bank  of  this  nature,  I  should  at  any  time 
be  willing  to  give  my  support,  not  as  a  measure  of 
temporary  policy,  or  an  expedient  to  find  means  of 
relief  from  the  present  poverty  of  the  treasuiy ;  but 
as  an  institution  of  permanent  interest  and  import¬ 
ance,  useful  to  the  government  and  country  at  all 
times,  and  most  useful  in  times  of  commerce  and 
prosperity. 
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that  the  advantages  which  Would  ibe  under  obligation  to  loan  govemnient .  thirty 
^  *  **■*  "  ’  •“  demand*  to  be  repaid*  not 

or  necessity  of  the  bank 
but  when  other  debts  due  the  bank 
aent  are  paid  ;  that  is,  when  it  shall 
be  the  good  pleasure  of  government.  T^his  sum 
of  thirty  millioits  is  to  supply  the  necessities  of  the 
treasury,  and  supersede  the  occasion  of  other  loans. 
This  loan  will  doubtless  be  made  on  the  first  day 
of  the  existence  of  the  bank*  because  .the  public 
wants  can  admit  of  no  delay.’  Its  condition  then 
will  be,  that  it  has  five  millions  of  specie,  if  it  has 
been  able  to  obtain  so  much*  and  a  debt  of  seventy- 
five  millions,  no  part  of  which  it  can  either  see  ot 
call  in,  due  to  it  from  government. 

'J  he  loan  of  thirty  millions  to  government  can  only 
be  made  by  au  iuiniediate  issue  of  bills  to  that  amount. 


1  am  sure,  sir,  i 

^tt  present  result  from  any  bank,  are  greatly  over-  millions  of  dollars,  on 
rated.  To  look  to  a  bank,  as  a  source  capable,  not  when  the  convenience 

only  of  affording  a  circulating  meditfm  through  the  may  require,  L_.  - 

the  country,  but  also  of  supplying  the  ways  and 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  especially  at  a  lime 
when  the  country  i^  without  commerce,  is  to  ex¬ 
pect  much  more  than  ever  will  be  obtained.  Such 
high  wrought  hopes  can  end  only  in  disappoint¬ 
ment.  The  means  of  supporting  an  expensive  war 
are  not  of  quite  so  easy  acquisition.  Banks  are  not 
revenue.  They  cannot  supply  its  place.  They 
may  afford  facilities  to  its  collection  and  distribu¬ 
tion.  They  may  furnish,  with  convenience,  tem¬ 
porary  loans  to  government,  in  anticipation  of  its 
taxes,  and  render  important  assistance  in  divers 
ways  to  the  general  operations  of  finance.  They  are 
useful  to  the  state,  in  their  proper  place  and  sphere; 
but  they  are  not  the  sources  of  national  income. 
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Sir,  I  can  view;  this  oiiiy  as  a  system  of  rank  specula¬ 
tion,  and  enormous  mischief. — ^Aothine:  in  our  condi¬ 
tion  is  worse,  in  my  opinion,  than  the  inclination  of 
government  to  throw  itself  upon  such  de  pei-ate  cour- 
#64, — If  we  are  to  be  saved,  it  is  not  to  be  by  such  means. 
If  public  credit  is  to  be  restored,  this  is  not  one  of  the 
SDeasnres  that  will  help  to  restore  it.  If  the  treasury  is 
exhausted,  this  bank  will  not  fill  it,  w’itli  any  thing  va¬ 
luable.  If  a  safe  circuKating  medium  be  wanted  for  the 
community,  it  will  not  be  found  in  the  paper  of  such  a 
corpt>  ration. 

I  wish,  sir,  that  those  who  imagine  that  these  ob¬ 
jects,  or  any  of  them,  will  be  effiMjted  by  such  a  hank 
88  this,  would  describe  the  manner  in  which  they  ex¬ 
pect  it  to  be  done.  What  is  the  prneess  which  is  to 
produce  these  results?  If  it  is  perceived,  it  can  be  de¬ 
scribed.  The  bank  wall  not  operate  cither  by  miracle 
or  magic.  Whoever  expects  any  good  from  it.  ought 
to  be  able  to  tell  us  in  what  way  that  good  is  to  be  pro¬ 
duced.  As  yet  we  have  had  nothing  but  general  ideas. 
And  vague  and  loose  expressions.  An  indefinite  and 
indistinct  notion  is  entertained,  nobodv  here  seems  to 


ment.  Whether  it<  issues  of  paper  ase  ezceisiv^ 
will  depend,  not  on  the  nominal  amount  of  its  «api- 
tal,  but  on  its  ability  to  redeem.  This  is  the  only 
safe  criterion.  Very  special  cases  may  perhaps 
furnish  exceptions,  but  there  is  in  general  no  secu¬ 
rity  for  the  credit  of  paper,  hut  the  ability  in  those 
who  emit  to  redeem  it.  Whenever  bank  note.s  are 
not  convertible  into  gold  and  silver  at  the  will  of 
ihe  holder,  they  become  of  less  value  than  gold  and 
silver.  All  experiments  on  this  subject  have  come 
to  the  same  result.  It  is  so  clear  and  so  universal¬ 
ly  admitted,  that  it  would  be  waste  of  time  to  dwell 
upon  it.  The  depreciation  may  not  he  sensibly 
perceived  the  first  day  or  the  first  week,  it  takes 
place.  It  will  first  be  discovered  in  what  is  called 
the  rise  of  specie  :  it  will  next  be  ^een  in  the  en- 
creased  price  of  all  commodities. 

The  circnlaiing  medium  of  a  commercial  com¬ 
munity  must  be  that  which  is  also  the  circulating 
medium  of  other  commercial  communities,  or  must 
be  capable  of  being  converted  into  that  medium 


know  on  what  ground,  that  this  hank  is  to  reanimate  1  w  ithout  loss.  It  must  he  able,  not  only  to  pass  in 
public  credit,  fill  the  treasury’,  and  remove  all  the  evils  !  payments  and  receipts  hetw’een  the  individuals  of 
which  have  arisen  from  the  depreciation  of  the  paper!  the  same  society  or  nation,  but  to  adjust  and  dis- 


of  existing  banks. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  do  not  profess  themselves  to  j 
ke  in  all  respects  please<l  with  the  provisions  of  the  hill, 
6cem  to  content  them.«elves  with  an  idea,  that  nothing 
better  can  be  obtained,-  and  thjit  it  is  necessary  to  do 
something, 

.  A  strong  impression  that  something  must  be  done,  is 
the  origin  of  many  bad  measures.  It  easy,  sir,  to  do 
something ;  but  the  object  is  to  do  something  u«ernl.  It 
Is  better  to  do  nothing  than  to  do  misrhb'f.  It  i«  much 
better,  in  my  opinion,  to  make  no  bank,  than  to  pass 
the  bill  a.s  it  now  is. 

The  interests  to  be  affected  by  this  measnre,  the  fi- 
yiances,  the  public  credit,  and  tbe  circulating  medium 
of  the  country,  are  too  imnortait  to  lie  hazardeil  on 
schemes  like  this.  If  we  wish  to  restore  the  public  cre¬ 
dit,  and  to  re-establish  the  finances,  we  have  the  beaten 
road  before  iis.  All  true  analogy,  all  experience,  all 
Just  knowleflge  of  ourselves  and  our  condition  point 
one  way.  We  can  hardly  mistake  it.  without  wilful 
blindoess.  A  wise  and  systematic  economy,  and  a  set¬ 
tled  and  {substantial  revenue  are  the  means  to  he  relieil 
©n;  not  excessive  issupis  of  bank  notes,  a  forced  circu¬ 
lation,  and  all  the  miserable  contrivances  to  which  polU 
'iicai  folly  can  resort,  wnth  the  idle  expectation  of  giv¬ 
ing  to  mere  paper  the  quality  of  nioney.' 

These  are  all  inventions  of  a  «:hort-s1gMed  pol- 
.icy,  vexed  and  aroaded  by  the  necessities  of  the  mo- 
ineot,  and  thinking  less  of  a  permanent  remedv, 
than  of  shifts  and  expedients  to  avoid  the  present 
distress.  They  have  been  a  thousand  times  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  a  thousand  times  exphVded,  as  delusive  and 
ruinous,  as  destnictlve  of  all  solid  revenue,  and 
.Incompatible  with  the  security  of  private  property. 

It  is  .sir  sufficiently  obvious,  that  to  produce  anv 
benefit,  this  hank  must  be  so  constituted,  as  that  its 
notes  shall  have  credit  withihe  public.  Tbe  first 
Inquiry,  therefore,  should  be,  whether  the  bills  of 
a  bank  of  this  kind  will  not  he  immediately  and 
greatly  depreciated.  I  think  they  will.  It  would 
be  wonderful  if  they  should  not.  This  effect  will 
be  produced  by  that  excessive  issue  of  its  paper, 
whicb  tbe  bapk  must  make  In  its  loan  tagovern^ 


charge  the  balance  of  exchanges  between  diflerrnt 
nations.  It  must  be  something  which  has  a  value 
abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  and  by  which  foreign 
as  well  as  domestic  debts  can  be  satisfied.  The 
precious  metals  alone  answer  these  purposes.— 
They  alone,  therefore,  are  money,  and  whatever 
else  is  to  perform  the  offices  of  money,  must  be 
their  representative,  and  capable  ofheing  turned 
into  them  at  will.  So  long  as  Bank  paper  retains 
this  quality,  it  is  a  substitute  for  money  ;  divested 
of  this,  nothing  can  give  it  that  character. 

No  solidity  of  funds,  no  sufficiency  of  assests.  no 
confidence  in  the  .solvency  of  Ranking  Instituilona 
has  ever  enabled  them  to  keep  up  their  paper  to 
the  value  ofgold  and  silver,  any  longer  than  they 
paid  gold  and  silver  for  it  on  demand.  This  will 
continne  to  be  the  case  so  long  as  thase  metals  shall 
continue  to  be  the  standard  of  value  and  general 
circulating  medium  among  nations. 

A  striking  illustration  of  this  common  principle 
is  found  in  the  early  history  of  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land.  In  the  year  1697,  it  had  been  so  liberal  in 
its  loans,  that  it  was  compelled  to  suspend  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  its  notes.  Ifs  paper  immediately  fell  to  a 
discount  of  nearly  20  per  cent.  Yet  such  was  the 
public  opinion  of  the  solidity  of  its  funds,  that  its 
stock  then  sold  for  110  per  cent,  although  no  more 
than  60  per  cent,  upon  the  subscriptions  had  been 
paid  in. 

The  same  fate,  as  is  well  known,  attended  the 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  when  they  adopted 
the  practice  of  inserting  in  their  note  a  clause,  giv¬ 
ing  tbe  Banks  an  option  of  paying  their  notes  on 
demand,  or  in  six  months  after  demand,  with  in¬ 
terest.  Paper  of  this  sort  was  not  convertible  ifi- 
to  specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder ;  and  no  con¬ 
viction  of  the  ability  of  the  Bank  which  issued  it« 
could  preserve  it  from  depreciation. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the  Bank  of 
England  in  1797.  and  the  consequence*  which  follow¬ 
ed  offered  no  argument  to  ovciiirn  thi*  general  experi¬ 
ence*  If  Bank  of  England  noftes  were  not  immediate- 
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ly  depfMiated  on  Uiat  occasL>n,  depreciation  neverthe- 
did  ensue.  Very  favorable  causes  existed  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  sudden  depression.  It  w*4  8  an  old  and  rich 
institution.  It  was  known  to  be  under  the  most  dis¬ 
creet  and  independent  management.  Government  had 
no  control  over  it,  to  force  it  to  make  loans  against  its 
interest  or  its  will.  On  the  contrary,  it  compelled  the 
government  to  pay,  though  with  much  inconvenience 
to  itself,  a  very  considerable  sum  which  was  due  to  it. 
The  country  enjoyed  at  that  time  an  extensive  com¬ 
merce,  and  a  revenue  of  three  hundred  millionsof  dol¬ 
lars  was  collected  and  distributed  through  the  Bank. — 
Under  all  these  advantages,  however,  the  difference  of 
price  between  bank  notes  and  coin  became  so  great  as 
to  threaten  at  one  time  the  most  dangerous  consequen- 
ees. 

Suppase  the  condition  of  Kngland  to  have  been  re¬ 
versed.  Suppose  that,  instead  of  a  prosperous  and  en- 
crensing  com  nerce,  she  had  suffered  the  ruin  of  her 
trade  ;  and  that  the  product  of  her  manufactures  had 
lain  upon  her  hands,  as  the  product  of  our  agriculture 
now  peri.ches  on  ours.  Does  any  one  imagine  that  her 
circulating  paper  could  have  existed,  and  maintained 
any  credit  in  such  a  change  of  her  condition  ?  What 
ought  to  surprize  us  is,  not  that  her  bank  paper  was  de¬ 
preciated,  but  that  it  was  not  depreciated  sooner  and 
lower  than  in  fact  it  was.  The  reason  can  only  be 
found  in  that  extraordinary  combination  of  favorable 
circumstances  which  never  existed  before,  and  is  hard¬ 
ly  to  be  expected  again.  Much  less  is  it  to  be  disco¬ 
vered  in  our  condition  at  present. 

But  we  have  experience  nearer  honie.  The  pa¬ 
per  of  all  the  banks  south  of  New  England  has  be¬ 
come  depreciated  to  an  alarming  extent.  This 
cannot  be  denied.  All  that  Is  said  of  the  existence 
of  this  depreciation  only  at  places  remote  from  the 
banks,  is  unfounded  and  idle.  It  exists  every 
where,  even  at  the  very  doors  of  the  banks  them¬ 
selves.  The  rates  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and 
•  domestic,  put  this  point  beyond  controversy.  If  a 
bill  of  exchange  on  Eurooe  can  he  purchased,  as  it 
may,  twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  in  Boston  than  in 
Baltimore,  the  reason  must  be,  that  it  is  paid  for  in 
Boston  in  money,  and  in  Baltimore,  in  something 
twenty  per  cent  less  value  than  money. 

Notwithstanding  this  depression  of  their  paper, 
it  is  not  propable  that  any  general  doubt  is  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  funds  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  banks.  Certainly  no  such  doubt  is  the  cause 
of  the  fall  of  their  paper  ;  because  the  depression  of 
the  paper  of  ait  the  banks  hi  any  place,  as  far  as  I 
lean*,  is  generally  uniform  and  equal;  whereas, 
if  public  opinion  proceeded  at  all,  upon  the  adequa¬ 
cy  or  inadequacy  of  their  funds,  it  would  necessa- 
riallycome  to  different  results,  in  different  cases, 
as  some  oftliese  institutions  must  be  supposed  to  be 
richer  than  others. 

Sir,  something  must  be  discovered,  which  has 
hitherto  escaped  the  observation  of  mankind,  before 
you  can  give  to  paper,  intended  for  circulation,  the 
value  of  a  metalic  currency,  any  longer  than  it  re¬ 
presents  that  currency,  and  is  convertible  into  it, 
at  the  will  of  the  holder. 

The  paper,  then,  of  this  bank,  if  you  make  it,  will 
be  depreciated  for  the  same  reason  that  the  paper 
of  other  banks  which  have  gone  before  it,  and  of 
those  which  now  eklst  around  us,  has  been  depre- 
dated-- U  is  not  to  pay  specie  for  Us  notes. 


Other  institutiwis,  setthig  out  perhaps  on  honest 
principles,  have  fallen  into  discredit  through  mis» 
management  or  misfortune.  But  the  bank  is  to  be*- 
§n  with  insolvency. — It  U  to  issue  its  bills  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  millions  at  least,  when  every 
body  knows  it  cannot  pay  them.  It  is  to  commence 
Us  existence  in  dishonor.  It  is  to  draw  its  first 
breath  in  disgrace.  The  promise  contained  in  the 
first  note  it  sends  forth,  is  to  be  a  false  promise^ 
and  whoever  receives  the  note,  is  to  take  it  with 
the  knowledge  that  it  will  not  be  paid,  according 
to  the  terms  of  it. 

But  this,  sir.  Is  not  all.  The  framers  of  this 
bill,  have  not  done  their  work  by  halves.  They 
have  put  the  depreciation  of  the  notes  of  their  bank 
beyond  all  doubt  or  uncertainty,  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  capital  Is  constituted.  They  have 
assurance  doubly  sure.  In  addition  to  excessive 
issue  of  paper,  and  the  failure  to  make  payments^ 
both  which  thev  provide  for  by  law,  they  make 
the  capital  of  the  bank,  to  consfat  principally  of 
public  stock. 

irthi«  stock  could  be  sold  as  In  the  former  bank 
of  the  U.  Slates,  the  evil  would  be  less.  But  the 
hank  has  not  the  power  to  sell  it,  and  for  all  purpose 
es  of  enabling  it  to  fulfil  its  engagements,  its  fundf 
might  as  well  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  as  la 
government  stocks,  of  which  it  cannot  enjfbroe 
pavment,  and  of  which  it  cannot  dispose. 

The  credit  of  this  institution,  is  to  be  founded  oq 
public  funds,  not  on  private  property  or  commer¬ 
cial  credit.  It  is  to  be  a  financial,  not  a  commer* 
cial  bank.  Its  credit,  therefore,  can  hardly  be 
better  at  any  time,  than  the  credit  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  If  the  stocks  he  depreciated,  so  of  course 
must  every  thing  be  which  rests  on  the  stocks. 

It  would  require  extraordinary  ingenuity  to  show 
how  a  bank  which  is  founded  on  the  public  debt,  Is 
to  have  any  better  reputation  than  the  debt  itself. 

It  must  be  some  very  novel  invention,  which  makes 
the  superst  ruction  keep  its  place  after  the  founda¬ 
tion  has  fallen.  The  argument  seems  to  stand 
thus.  The  public  funds,  it  is  admitted,  have  little 
(credit ;  the  bank  will  have  no  credit  which  it  does 
not  borrow  of  the  funds  ;  but  the  bank  will  be  in 
full  credit. 

If,  sir,  we  were  in  a  temper  to  team  wisdom 
from  experience,  the  history  of  most  of  the  banks 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  might  teach  us  the  fu¬ 
tility  of  all  these  contrivance.  These  are,  like  ^ 
this  before  us,  established  for  purposes  of  finance. 
not  purposes  of  commerce.  The  same  fortune  has 
happened  to  them  all.  Their  credit  has  sunk.— 
Their  respective  governments  go  to  them  for  mon¬ 
ey,  when  they  can  get  it  no  where  else  ;  and  the 
banks  can  relieve  their  wants  only  by  new  issues  hT 
their  own  paper.  As  this  is  not  redeemed,  the  in¬ 
variable  consequence  «»f  depreciation  follows ;  and 
this  has  sometimes  led  to  the  miserable  and  de- 
stmetive  expedient  of  a  depreciation  of  the  coin  it¬ 
self. 

Such  are  the  banks  of  Petersburg,  Copenhagen, 
Vienna  and  other  cities  of  Europe.  And  white  the 
the  paper  of  these  goverament  banks  has  been 
thus  depressed,  tbai  of  other  banks,  existing  In 
their  near  neighborhood,  unconnected  with  gev,- 
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ernmeiit,  and  condivcting  their  bu4ness  on  the  basis 
6f  commercial  credit,  has  retained  4,  value  equiva¬ 
lent  to  that  of  coin. 

Excessive  issues  of  paper,  and  a  close  connexion 
With  government,  are  the  two  circumstances,  which  of 
all  others  are  most  certain  to  destroy  the  credit  of  bank 
paper.  If  there  were  no  excessive  issue,  or  in  other 
words,  if  the  bank  paid  its  notes  in  specie  on  demand, 
its  connexion  with  government,  and  its  interest  in  the 
funds,  would  not  perhaps  materially  affect  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  its  paper,  although  they  would  naturally  dimi¬ 
nish  the  value  of  its  stock.  But  when  these  two  cir¬ 
cumstances  exist  in  the  condition  of  any  bank  ;  that  it 
does  not  pay  its  notes,  and  that  its  funds  are  in  public 
stocks,  and  all  its  operations  intimately  blended  with 
tile  operations  of  government,  nothing  further  need  be 
known,  to  be  quite  sure  that  its  paper  will  not  answer 
the  purpose  of  a  creditable  circulating  medium.  . 

I  look  upon  it,  therefore,  sir,  as  certain,  that  a  very 
considerable  discount  will  attach  itself  to  the  notes  of 
this  bank,  the  hrst  day  of  their  appearance  ;  that  this 
discount  will  continue  to  increase,  and  unless  congress 
should  be  able  to  furnish  some  remedy,  which  is  not 
certain,  the  paper  in  the  end  will  be  worth  nothing. — 
If  this  happens,  not  only  will  no  one  of  the  benelits  pro¬ 
posed  be  obtained,  but  evils  of  the  most  alarming  niag- 
tude  will  follow.  All  the  horrors  of  a  paper  money 
system,  are  before  us.  If  we  enter  on  the  present  ex¬ 
pedient,  we  shall  hardly  be  able  t»  avoid  them.  The 
ruin  of  public  affairs,  and  the  wreck  of  private  property 
will  ensue. 

I  would  ask,  sir,  whether  the  friends  of  this  measure 
have  well  considered  what  effect  it  will  produce  on  the 
i“eveiiue  of  the  country  ?  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
the  notes  of  the  bank  are  to  be  received  in  payment  of 
all  taxes  and  other  dues  to  government.  They  cannot 
be  refused,  on  account  of  the  depreciation  of  their  value. 
Government  binds  itself  to  receive  them  at  par  ;  altho’ 
it  should  be  obliged  to  pay  them  out  immediately  at  a 
discount  of  a  hundred  per  cent.  It  is  certain  then,  that 
a  loss  on  the  revenue  will  be  sustained  equal  to  any 
depreciation  w  hich  may  take  place  in  this  paper, ;  anef 
when  the  paper  shall  come  to  nothing,  the  revenue  of 
tlie  country  will  come  to  nothing  along  with  it.  This 
has  happened  to  other  countries,  where  this  wretched 
system  has  been  adopts,  and  it  will  happen  here. 

The  Austrian  government  resorted  to  a  similar 
experiment,  in  a  very  critical  period  of  its  affairs, 
In  1809,  the  year  of  tbe  last  campaign  between  that 
country  and  France,  previous  to  the  late  coalition. 
Pressed  by  the  necessities  of  the  occasion,  the  gov¬ 
ernment  caused  a  large  quantity  of  paper  to  be 
issued,  which  was  to  be  received  fn  imposts  and 
taxes.  The  paper  immediately  fell  to  a  deprecia- 
tt6n  of  four  for  one.  The  consequence  was,  that 
the  government  lost  its  revenue,  and  with  it  tbe 
iDf  ans  of  supplying  its  armies,  and  defending  its 
empire. 

Is  this  government,  sir,  now  ready  to  put  its  re¬ 
sources  all  at  hazard,  by  pursuing  a  similar  course  ? 
Is  it  ready  to  sacrifice  its  whole  substantial  reve¬ 
nue,  and  permanent  supplies,  on  an  ill-contrived, 
ill-considered,  dangerous  and  niinoiis  projecl,  a- 
dopted  only  as  tbe  means  of  obtaining  a  little  pre¬ 
sent  and  momentary  relief? 

It  ought  to  .be  considered  also,  what  effects  tliis 
bank  will  produce  on  other,  banking  institutions  al¬ 
ready  existing,  and  ou  the  paper  which  they  have 
i1:sucd .  The  aggregate  capital  of  these  institutions 


is  large.  The  amount  of  their  notes  is  large,  and 
these  notes  constitute  at  present,  in  a  great  per¬ 
son  of  the  country,  the  only  circulating  medium. 
VVhat  ever  affects  this  paper,  either  to  raise  it,  or 
to  depress  it  lower  than  it  is,  affects  the  interest  of 
every  man  in  the  community. 

It  is  sufficient,  on  this  point,  to  refer  to  the  me¬ 
morial  from  the  banks  of  New-York.  That  assures 
us,  that  it  must  be  the  operation  of  such  a  bank  as 
this  bill  would  establish,  to  increase  the  difficulties 
and  distress,  wliich  the  existing  banks  now'  experi¬ 
ence,  and  to  render  it  nearly  impossible  for  them 
to  resume  the  payments  of  their  notes.  This  is 
what  every  man  would  naturally  expect.  Paper 
already  depreciated,  will  necessarily  be  sunk  still 
lower,  when  another  flood  of  depreciated  paper  ii 
forced  into  circulation. 

Very  recently,  sir,  this  government  refused  to 
extend  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States* 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  unconstitutional  for 
congress  to  create  banks.  Many  of  the  state  banks 
owe  their  existence  to  this  decision.  It  was  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  states  to  incorporate  as  inucli  hank¬ 
ing  capital,  as  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the 
country.  Notwithstanding  whatever  we  may  now 
see  and  hear,  it  would  then  have  been  deemed  a 
gross  imputation  on  the  consistency  of  government, 
if  any  man  had  expressed  an  expectation,  that  in 
five  years  all  these  constitutional  scruples  would  be 
forgotten,  all  the  danger  to  political  liberty  from 
monied  institutions  disregarded,  and  a  bank  propos¬ 
ed  upon  the  most  extraordinary  principles,  with 
an  unprecedented  amount  of  capital,  and  with  no 
obligation  to  fulfil  its  contracts. 

The  state  banks  have  not  forced  themselves  in  the 
way  of  government.  They  were  established,  many  of 
them,  at  least,  when  government  had  declared  its  pur¬ 
pose  to  have  no  bank  of  its  own.  They  deserve  some 
regard  on  their  ow  n  account,  and  on  account  of  those 
particularly  concerned  in  them.  But  they  deserve  much 
more  consideration,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  their 
paper  which  is  in  circulation,and  the  interest  w  hich  the 
whole  community  has  in  it. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  also,  sir,  that  the  present  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  banks  i.s  principally  owing  to  their  advances 
to  government.  The  Treasury  has  borrowed  of  tlw 
Banks,  or  of  tliose  who  themselves  borrowed  of  the 
Banks,  till  the  Banks  have  become  as  poor,  and  almost 
as  much  discredited  as  the  treasury  itself.  Tliey  have 
depreciated  their  paper, , nearly  ruined  themselves,  and 
brought  the  sorest  distress  on  the  country,  by  doing  that 
on  a  small  scale,  which  this  new  bank  is  to  perform  on  a 
scale  vastly  larger. 

It  is  almost  unpardonable  in  the  conductors  of  these 
institutions  not  to  have  foreseen  the  consequence  which 
have  resulted  from  the  course  pursued  by  them.  They 
were  all  plain  and  visible.  .If  they  have  any  apology, 
it  is  that  they  were  no  blinder  than  the  government, 
and  that  they  yielded  to  those,  who  would  take  no  de¬ 
nial.  It  will  be  altogether  unpardonable  in  us,  if  with 
this,  as  well  as  all  other  experience  before  ni,  W’c  con¬ 
tinue  to  pursue  a  sy.'stem  which  must  inevitably  lead  us 
through  depreciation  of  currency,  pafier  money,  temder 
laws,  and  all  the  contemptible  and  miserable  contrivan¬ 
ces  of  disordered  finance  and  natipnal  insolvency,  to 
complete  an  entire  bankruptcy  in  the  end.t 

I  hope  the  house  wilkrc^ntnlit  tbe  bill  for  amend* 
ment. 


